What’s so special about Jesus Christ? 
(Colossians 1:15-20; ICT 12/1/08)
Introduction

Have you ever had a belonging that you thought was valuable, only to find that it’s worthless? I’ve heard one radio show where people call in to an antiques expert and describe something they have in their homes: an ornament, picture, pottery, etc. More often than not, the expert tells them that what they have isn’t worth much at all. It may be of sentimental value, but of no more worth than that! The callers sound so disappointed!
What’s this got to do with Colossians or even us today? Well, a Christian church had been formed in Colosse. People had come to regard Jesus Christ as someone very precious: God’s Son. But now certain religious experts had arrived and said, “Your Christ isn’t worth much, other than sentimental value! We’re offering secret knowledge; spiritual experience that’s worth something!” This, of course, is exactly the tack of the cults today. They downplay Jesus Christ, and claim to have a better, richer alternative or addition. “What’s so special about Christ?” they ask. We hear Christ’s name used commonly as an expletive, a swear word. What’s so special about him if his name is used so lightly? 

That’s the question Paul answers here. Christians have been brought into the kingdom of the Son God loves (Christ). “But is that really so good?” you can almost hear people asking. So Paul says, “Let me tell you something about him: He’s the image (icon) of the invisible God – representing and revealing the true God. He’s the firstborn - he holds the highest place in heaven and earth (referring not to his beginning, but to his supremacy; (in the OT God refers to King David as his firstborn, indicating his supremacy: the most exalted of the kings of the earth, Psalm 89:27). Paul explains why. 
1) He’s the Creator of all things (v16) 
All things were created by him. By things Paul means every created thing. The Son is not a part of that category. It’s exactly what John tells us in his Gospel: through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made (John 1:3). Notice the two categories of created things: things in heaven and things on earth; visible and invisible things. The bible teaches us of the reality of the invisible world, consisting of thrones, dominions, principalities and powers. This seems to be a reference to powerful, spiritual, angelic beings (c.f. Eph. 6:12). Paul’s claim is clear: the physical world and the spiritual world were all created by Christ. No-one created him. That’s why he qualifies to be the image of the invisible God; he’s God the Son (v13). 
In my former church in Southport we erected a new building opposite our old one. It was fascinating to see the whole operation developing. And there was one man, the site manager, who oversaw it all. His name was Alan. We became friends, and would chat each day. Sometimes he would invite me onto the site and show me around. In what might have been a dangerous place I didn’t feel sacred, because he was there – the builder!
It’s this that makes Christ so special. When you come to know him, you know the builder of the universe. It can be a scary place. In many cultures in the world people live in fear of the spirit world. For example, it’s important that you give your father a decent burial otherwise he will not be received with honour into the spirit world. But whatever spiritual powers there are, they are creatures, and Jesus Christ, the Son of God, controls them. He can release you from such fears. In the West people may not live in fear of spirits, but the world can still be fearful: meaningless and lonely. What do we say? Christ is special because he created you and this world. When he walks with you through this life, you will never be alone, and you need not fear. That makes him special.
2) He’s the Purpose of all things (v16)

All things were created by him and for him. When you see a new apartment block you don’t ask, “What are they for?” They have been built for the purpose of housing people! But sometimes people look at the universe around us and wonder why it’s here. More often we, as human beings, are plagued by this question: why am I here? This is the big question that science cannot answer: the quest for purpose. Here’s the answer: everything has been created – for him. We could develop that by saying that all of creation has been made for his praise (or glory), his pleasure (or joy) and his purpose (or will). That means that there is an overall purpose and meaning for everything and everyone. We’re not living meaningless lives in a random world. It’s all for him.

This may sound selfish: Christ creating the world and people for himself. That’s not necessarily so. Take the example of a shepherd and his sheep-dog. In the UK we you can still see shepherds and dogs working in harmony to guide sheep into the fold. The shepherd whistles his commands, and the dog obeys. When you see this you don’t say, “Poor dog! Give him his freedom!” Rather you are filled with wonder, and you realise that the dog is at his happiest when following the commands of his master.
You and I were made for his praise, pleasure and purpose. When we know Christ as Lord we find joy, pleasure and purpose too. But if Jesus Christ isn’t at the centre of your life it’s no surprise that you experience an emptiness and despair. It explains why there is so much frustration and anger? Trying to make life work without Jesus is like trying to run a car on orange juice. But it doesn’t have to be this way. Turn back to Christ and recover your true purpose: whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord…it is the Lord Christ you are serving (3:23-24). “You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you” (Augustine) What makes Christ so special? You were made for him.
3) He’s the Holder of all things (v17-18)

In him all things hold together. At school I wasn’t very good at the sciences, so let’s hear an expert physicist, Edward Kolb, interviewed by Newsweek in 1994 about the “constants of nature”, such as gravity: “[they] have exactly the values that allow stars and planets to form…The universe, it seems, is fine-tuned to let life and consciousness flower.” The work of science is to observe and explore these “constants of nature”. Who’s responsible for this consistency? The Son of God is holding this universe together “to let life and consciousness flower.” That is not only true for the created universe but also true of the Church, the body of believers throughout the world, of which he is the head (v18). There’s only one head of the Christian Church – Jesus Christ!
A few summers ago a man was driving his family along the motorway heading for Disney Land, Paris. He had just bought a new car and must have been feeling pretty secure. Suddenly, the whole back wheel of the car fell off, and his daughter cried, “Daddy, there goes our wheel!” He managed to bring the car to a stop safely. The mechanic explained afterwards that not even a service the day before could have prevented the accident. The fact that the bolts had just sheered off was “just one of those things”. 
What’s to prevent the world falling apart tomorrow? We’re conscious of ‘global warming’. Why doesn’t the sun come a little closer to fry us, or retreat a little to freeze us? Why will the sun rise tomorrow? How can we be secure? What keeps your heart beating? In him all things hold together. And why has the Christian Church stood the tests of time? Why are there still Christians today despite opposition and persecution, rebellion and faithlessness? Satan seeks to conquer. Why hasn’t he won? Christ is the head of the body, the church…the first-born from among the dead. What’s so special about Jesus Christ? He holds up the universe and heads up the church. If you have him, you have it all.
4) He’s the Reconciler of all things (v19-20)
A reconciler brings enemies together. (Bush is trying to reconcile Israel and Palestinians). All creation was good, but that’s not the way we see it now. Sin – rebellion against God – has spoiled everything. A book about sin has been written: Not the Way it’s Supposed to be (Plantinger). That’s a good description of the world as we experience it. People are pulled apart from God; families and societies are pulled apart by hatred, jealousy and war; nature is pulled apart by hurricanes. The bible calls these consequences ‘the curse’. Before sin entered the world, there were no wars, diseases, pollution or earthquakes. God’s curse on sin puts everything out of joint, even our own personalities. The greatest need is for someone to reconcile this mess, to put things back together again.
I’m reminded of the story of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. The King of Denmark, Hamlet’s father, has been poisoned by his brother and marries the queen, Hamlet’s mother, and the whole situation is a mess. There’s the famous statement, “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.” Then he begins to sink under the tremendous pressure of feeling that he has somehow got to put things right:

The time is out of joint! O cursed spite

That ever I was born to set it right.
He delays acting time and again. He can’t bring himself to action.

What’s so special about Christ? He’s the creator, the purpose and the upholder of all things and he sees his creation poisoned by sin and out of joint. What does he do? Complain? No! He enters this world willingly to set things right, to reconcile all things to himself. He has come to put things back together again. 
But how does he do it? By waving a magic wand? No! (That only happens in the world of Disney.) Something costly has to done: by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Blood speaks of violent, sacrificial death; cross speaks of being under God’s judgement and curse. God the Son took the curse for sin!

Now I have heard people wonder how Jesus’ death could have any significance for other people. How can the death of a carpenter from Nazareth achieve anything for anyone else? Weren’t millions of others crucified? What makes his death so special? Here you have the answer. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him. Jesus, the carpenter from Nazareth is fully God as well as fully human. That’s why when he died the sun was veiled in darkness. And he dies to reconcile all things to himself. 
What does that mean? It means that one day the creation will be released from the groaning effects of the curse. There will be new heavens and a new earth, the home of righteousness. The physical universe will be reconciled. It’ll be Paradise Regained! When I pay for my ticket at a car park, the barrier doesn’t go up immediately. There’s a delay until I get in my car and arrive at the barrier, but the payment has already been made! So it is with the death of Jesus.
But Jesus’ death means you can be reconciled to God now, by trusting in him. The Christian says, “Yes, I know I’m a sinner. I have been God’s enemy in the past by my disobedience. I’m sorry to God for this. But the bible promises that Christ took the curse and blame for sinners on that cross. And if he died for sinners, then that includes me! I believe that I’m reconciled to God through him alone!” That’s how we’re reconciled to God – just like these Colossians (v21). God says, “Let’s be friends! Trust my Son!”
These verses do not teach universal human reconciliation with God apart from personal faith in Christ. You must put your faith in Christ alone (see v23) – his death secures your peace with God. Have you done that? Will you do it? You must do so. It’s the only way to real peace. When you receive Christ you’re rich. Why should you want anything or anyone else? And you’ll be able to say to those who ask, “What’s so special about Christ?” He’s my creator, my purpose; he holds me together, he’s my reconciler! 
