The Truth About Us (24/2/08) 
In the film The Bourne Ultimatum, Jason Bourne is a CIA assassin, who cannot remember who he is. He has amazing martial arts skills, lots of passports and money, several serious enemies, and various names identities. Why? He continues his search to find out who he really is. ‘Something happened to me. And I need to know what it was. Or I’ll never be free of this.’ He’s a fighting machine, but he admits to his friend that he remembers the faces of everyone he has killed. He struggles with guilt. He even goes to apologise to a Russian girl for murdering her parents. In many ways Jason Bourne illustrates our condition as people. We can’t help asking questions about ourselves. They start when we are very young, and don’t really go away. Who am I? Why am I here? What am I worth? Where am I going? What is life all about? How can we be so talented and yet so terrible? How can we be so kind and yet so cruel? We need answers to these questions.

Ralph Baron, one of the top cartoonists of the USA, left this note pinned to his pillow before taking his own life: “I have had few difficulties, many friends, great successes; I have gone from wife to wife, and from house to house, visited great countries of the world, but I am fed up with inventing devices to fill up twenty-four hours of the day” (Bill Bright, Jesus and the Intellectual, p. 14). What is life for?
I want to try to show you that the bible’s anwers explain why we are who we are. The bible shows us that, like Jason Bourne, something happened to us, and we need to know what it was, or we will never be free. So tis morning I want us to consider the truth about us, as we continue our series on the central truths of the Christian faith: 3. THE HUMAN RACE: All men and women, being created in the image of God, have inherent and equal dignity and worth. Their greatest purpose is to obey, worship and love God. As a result of the fall of our first parents, every aspect of human nature has been corrupted and all men and women are without spiritual life, guilty sinners and hostile to God. Every person is therefore under the just condemnation of God and needs to be born again, forgiven and reconciled to God in order to know and please him.


1) The Original Plan (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25)
Genesis 1-2 shows that we’re different from the animals and plants; both men and women were made in God’s image. But what does it mean? We were made to reflect something of God. Look at what God does in these opening verses. He is purposeful: he plans, designs and creates; he rules, orders and cares. He is moral: God saw that it was good (x4), and very good (v31); he chooses to do good, not bad. He is relational: let us make man (hints of Trinity); he speaks to Adam and Eve. So God created us with these wonderful abilities to reflect him. We were created to be purposeful: planning and creating, ruling and ordering (1:28; 2:20); to be moral: to choose to do what is good; and to be relational: especially with other people and with God. But it’s also clear that we are not equal with God. He’s worthy of our love and worship. That explains the presence of the one rule in the Garden (v16-17) – a simple reminder that Adam was to trust God to decide what was good and bad for him, rather than deciding for himself.
I can recall when I was a boy, going fishing to a local pond. We used to catch small Roach and Rudd with bread as bait. One day I brought a fish home and kept it in a bucket in the garden! It just stayed motionless in the water; nothing like the active life it had been living in the pond. Eventually, it died. What was wrong? That little fish was never meant to live alone in a bucket of tap water! That explains why it didn’t move and eventually died.

The bible explains us. You were created by God, in his image. That’s why you should be treated with dignity and worth. You were created to be creative and caring. That explains your sense of fulfilment when you complete a task, paint a picture, bake a cake or help someone! It explains your frustration when the sense of purpose is lost. The bible explains why you can’t escape questions of right and wrong – in TV debates, sporting events, and your own conscience. The bible explains why one of the worst forms of punishment is solitary confinement, and one of the worst diseases is loneliness. It explains why the material world can be enjoyed, but in itself can never fully satisfy; our spiritual hunger cries out for God himself.

2) The Way We are Now (3:1-24)

Most thinking people will agree that there’s something wrong with the world. How can we explain it? The bible records how the devil tempted Eve to eat the fruit that God had forbidden, and gave some to Adam (v1-6). They sinned with their eyes open – deliberate disobedience. Look at the results. Relationships are spoiled: they now know shame and try to cover themselves (v7); they now know fear and try to hide from God (v8-10); they now know guilt and try to blame someone else (v11-13). But there’s more. God punishes disobedience, as promised. We hear his sentence. For Eve there will be pains in childbearing and a power-struggle in marriage (v16); for Adam there will be painful toil, frustration and physical death (v17-19). In choosing to disobey they had decided to go their own way, so in turn God gives them what they choose, banishing them from the Garden, into a world without his friendship. Sin spoils everything.  
One man wrote to a London newspaper a very short letter: “Dear Sir, In answer to your question, What’s wrong with the world? I am. Yours faithfully, G K Chesterton.” He was expressing a crucial truth, that the main problem with the world is the problem of the human heart. We’ve inherited the same curse and attitude of defiance against God from our first parents. Every part of our lives has been infected and affected. We suffer the same consequences.    
This explains why we will worship anything but God.

This explains why we hate the notion of authority, especially God’s.

This explains why we’re afraid to stop and think; we’re in hiding.

This explains why we are experts at excusing self & blaming others.

This explains why we find it so difficult to apologise.

This explains why marriages break up and people get hurt.

This explains why life so often seems a frustrating struggle.

This explains why the world is a frightening and lonely place.

This explains why we long for paradise, but never realise it.  

This explains why we have wars, violence, disease and suffering.

This explains why we cannot and do not want to do what’s good.

This explains why death is our enemy; we were never meant to die.

3) Do we have any hope?
You might say, “OK. You’re telling me that bible explains why we are as we are, but that’s no help! How can we get out of the mess?” Adam and Eve attempt to make fig leaves and to hide from God! No solution there! The only hope is to be found in God’s mercy. We see two shafts of light here. One is where God clothes Adam and Eve with skins. Isn’t that amazing? They deserve his judgement, yet he’s compassionate enough to do this for them. Secondly, we see it in the promise of judgement to the serpent: he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel (3:15). God promises a human descendent who will crush Satan’s head, defeating his evil purposes. That promise gives hope, and it becomes clearer a few chapters later. God promises Abram: and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you (12:3). So in chapter 3 we find God’s curse, but here there’s the promise of his blessing for all peoples! The only hope lies with him.
Last year in Australia, two miners were trapped in a gold mine for two weeks, 1 km below the ground. Rescue services had to drill down through rock to save them. Mr Russell and Mr Webb survived for five days on just one shared cereal bar and by licking water from the rocks around them, before it was discovered that they were alive. In the end they were reached and brought to safety. And when they came out alive there was great rejoicing in the town and nation: The mine's siren sounded and the town's church bell pealed in celebration  

You and I are like those miners: without hope and without God in the world (Eph 2:12). We cannot save or change ourselves. One poet put it like this: O for a man to arise in me, that the man I am may cease to be! But we cannot make ourselves good. We cannot love God or make him love us. Just try for a week! Some people try religion and trust morality, but that’s like making coverings from fig leaves: useless! (This truth of our helplessness and inability strikes at our pride; we don’t like it). But the great news is that God has blasted through the rock! His promise to Abraham was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The name ‘Jesus’ means the LORD saves. Your only hope lies in what he has done in coming down to rescue us.

4) How does Christ Rescue us?

What kind of rescue do we need? As we see Adam and Eve trudging away from Eden, what do they need? They’re  guilty, and need forgiveness; they’re ‘lost’ and need to be ‘found’; they’re dead (spiritually) and dying (physically), and need life. We are just the same. But Jesus spoke of coming to give his life as a ransom for many (Mk 10:44) by dying in their place. He bore the curse of God in the place of sinners. Jesus said that he came to seek and to save what was lost (Lk 19:10) by bringing them back to God, his Father. When that happens there’s great rejoicing in heaven! And Jesus spoke to a religious man about the need to be born again or born from above (by God’s Spirit) and later he made this great promise: I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die (Jn 11:25). Jesus came to give us a new nature (by God’s Spirit) and the hope physical resurrection and eternal life. And it’s all because of love!
Imagine a man on top of the Mole in Torino. He shouts out to the city, “People of Torino! I love you! To prove it, I’m going to jump!” How foolish that would be! The sacrifice would be pointless. But what if a bomb had been planted in the Mole, that was about to be detonated to destroy the city, and the man somehow manages to prevent it, willingly sacrificing his life in the process. That would be love! He’d be a hero. They’d name a street after him!

God’s love is greater than that! But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). God sends his only Son to die for us, his enemies! Jesus Christ rescues people by taking their guilt, reconciling them to God and giving them new life. And this is the good news for us today. The invitation is to all who will call out to be rescued: everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved (Acts 2:21). Have you ever done that? That’s the act of faith that God requires. Go to God and admit that you are guilty, that you are lost and that you cannot change yourself. Trust his promise to rescue you through what Jesus Christ has done. Call on him for forgiveness and new life!

4) What We Will Be

Earlier this month there was a huge art theft: An armed gang stole four paintings worth some $160m (£82m) by the great painters Cezanne, Degas, Van Gogh and Monet from a museum in Zurich. The theft was one of the biggest in the world in the last 20 years. A few days ago, two of the paintings were discovered, unharmed. But the others are still missing, one by Monet is valued at 100 million dollars. Art lovers hope that it will be reclaimed unspoiled, but what if it isn’t? What if it’s found slashed with a knife and sprayed with paint? Would there be any hope of it being restored? It would take something brilliant to do so!

We are worth more than many paintings! But we’ve been spoiled by sin. The bible ends on a great note of restoration for all who put their faith in Jesus Christ. This is how the last book of the bible pictures it: Then I saw a new heavens and a new earth…And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-4). 

All Christ’s followers will one day be reclaimed and restored in this way. No longer hiding from God, but enjoying his presence; no longer worshipping idols, but worshipping him; no longer suffering the curse of this age, but enjoying God’s blessing. What will it be like? Our greatest moments here in this life don’t come near to that future experience God promises. 

Isn’t this something you long for? That’s because this is what we were meant for. That’s why the need of the world is Jesus Christ. It’s only through faith in him that you can be restored and have this hope:

Christ has prepared a place for us of joy as yet unseen, unheard

Of glory promised by his grace to all who take him at his word

Lord, stir our hope and give us grace that day when all things are made new

To find the wonder of that place, to see and know and worship you.
