The Truth About Jesus – Part 4 (Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:23-28)
Introduction
Last week was Easter Sunday. We celebrated Jesus’ resurrection. But where is he now and what is he doing? There used to be a TV programme called, “Where are they now?” It was about famous people from the past who left the spotlight and went on to do other things: actors became shop-keepers; footballers became landlords. After the glory of the resurrection, did Jesus drift off somewhere quiet? Or is he still interested in this world and in us today?

The great thing about the bible is that it gives us answers. Hebrews begins with a clear answer about Jesus: after he provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven (1:3). So Jesus Christ is in heaven, reigning at God the Father’s right hand: the place of power and authority. Is he doing anything else? Hebrews tells us that he is our great high priest (note: provided purification – priestly language).

What does a priest do? He is like a go-between. There are lots of areas in life when we need one. I remember a friend of mine saying that when he was young, he really liked a girl in his class. But because he was shy or afraid he couldn’t speak to her directly, so he asked his friend to ask her if she would go out to the cinema with him! His friend was the mediator. 

The same is true in the world of religion. Often, that mediator is called a priest. In the OT the LORD established a priesthood. The people couldn’t approach God directly; they needed a go-between. So priests represented the people before the LORD, and the LORD before the people. Priests would offer sacrifices for the people. But once a year, on the Day of Atonement, only the high priest would enter the Most Holy Place, taking with him the blood of a sacrificed animal, which he offered for himself and the sins of the people (Hebrews 9:7). When he emerged and blessed them, they knew that all was well. 
We all need a high priest. And Jesus is fulfilling that role today.

1) Jesus – our Sympathetic High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-16)

In these verses the writer is tells us that Jesus, though in heaven, is able to sympathise with our weaknesses, because he became weak too; he became just like us (though without sin). He knows what it is to be tempted and tried. Because he is sympathetic, we can approach God (the throne of grace), through him, with confidence; not with fear of being condemned or rejected. There is more: with Jesus as our high priest, we can be confident of obtaining two vital things: mercy and grace. We need mercy – God’s forgiveness - because we are sinners, and often give in to temptation. We need grace – God’s powerful love - because we need help to resist temptation, and to love and obey our God. Through trusting in Jesus we can be confident of God’s favour, not his frown; his grace, not his growl. Is this your experience of God? 

There’s a wonderful picture of Jesus’ sympathy in the Gospels. On one occasion a leper approached Jesus and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” I wonder how much courage it took that man to do that? He was used to a life-time of rejection; was he going to be rejected again, and publicly? He didn’t doubt the power of Jesus, but his willingness, his sympathy. Then we read these wonderful words: Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 
This is so important. It’s telling us that there is someone in heaven who understands you. Jesus understands when you are tempted to doubt and fear; when you are tempted to rebel and disobey; when you are overwhelmed by grief and loss; when you are angry. And do you know what? He cares! Don’t run away from him! Run to him! Go to God through faith in Jesus and confess to him: “Lord, you know my temptations, fears, rebellion and grief! I am sorry for sinning against you! I am weak! Help me!” And when you do that the bible says you will find a throne of grace, not of judgement! You will find mercy – God’s free forgiveness; and his grace – standing you up on your feet again, and giving you the strength to carry on. You can be confident of this because Jesus is sympathetic, there at the Father’s side.  

2) Jesus – our Sufficient High Priest (Hebrews 7:23-28)

When I say sufficient I don’t mean it the way it’s used in Italian schools; there sufficiente means just about acceptable! I mean it in the sense that you don’t need anything or anyone else! Let’s see why:

a) Jesus is sufficient because he lives forever (v23-25)

The priests in the OT had to be replaced because they died (v23). But Jesus, when he rose from the dead, did so never to die again. He defeated death. So he has a permanent priesthood.
Imagine that you find a wonderful doctor. He is patient and caring. You can call him any time, and he will see you. He takes a great interest in your family too. He knows them all by name. He’s seen you though difficult illnesses. Then one day he says, “I’m retiring next month. I’m afraid you’ll have to find another doctor.” You’re devastated! “Surely not!” you say. But your kind doctor smiles and says, “I can’t go on for ever!” And you know it’s true.

But it’s not true for Jesus Christ! He goes on for ever. He will never retire and he’ll never die! If you’re a Christian he’s heard your prayers and cared for you all these years; he knows your struggles and trials; but he will also keep you into the future and forever. That’s why the writer can say with confidence: he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them (v25). That’s why he’s sufficient. You’ll never need anyone else. He’s the same yesterday, today and forever.

b) Jesus is sufficient because his character is faultless (v26)

If Jesus is going to represent me before a holy God then he needs to be good, very good. Look how he’s described here: holy (like God the Father), blameless (no-one can accuse him of sin), pure (inwardly clean), set apart from sinners (in a class of his own), exalted above the heavens (a position of honour and authority). This is the man we need to represent me before God, because we are none of these things!

Imagine you are in prison. The lawyer comes into your cell. He is scruffy, and his language is foul. The policemen don’t even acknowledge him. He tells you he’s going to represent you before the judge, and then he says, “I hate that judge! He sent me to prison for five years once!” Are you going to have confidence in this man? I don’t think so. You need someone who is upright in character, who is clean in speech and conduct, who is well-respected by the judge. 

This is exactly who we have in Jesus Christ: holy, blameless, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. You won’t find anyone else like him to represent you before the bar of God’s justice. His character if faultless. If anybody does sin, we have someone who speaks to the Father in our defence [i.e. an advocate] – Jesus Christ the Righteous (1 John 2:1). Will you put your confidence in him?
There are people who choose to reject their lawyer and try to represent themselves. They enter the court with self-confidence. They are going to convince the judge and jury that they are really nice, and therefore shouldn’t be condemned. I heard of a man who did that, but he was found guilty anyway.

That could be you if you reject Jesus Christ as your advocate. You are judging yourself by your own standards, not by God’s holiness. There is no-one rigteous, not even one. Only by placing confidence in Jesus’ faultless character will you have hope before God’s justice.

c) Jesus is sufficient because his sacrifice is final (v27)
Each of Israel’s high priests not only had to sacrifice first for their own sins and then for the sins of the people, but they had to so day after day. He had to keep on paying for sins in a relentless cycle. But on the cross Jesus sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. Jesus sacrifice was once for all time; there is no need for another sacrifice or payment to be made for sin. The sign of this is that Jesus sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven (1:3), showing that his sacrificial work was finished. (There were no chairs for the high priest in the Most Holy Place; their sacrificial work never ended). This is wonderful news – the good news of the gospel!
Recently back the UK we went out as a family with friends for a meal. At the end of the evening I went to pay the bill. “Can I help you?” asked the manager at the till? “I need to pay the bill. We were sitting at that table.” “Thank you sir, but somebody has already paid.” I returned to find out it was true. Someone else had, very kindly, paid. Wouldn’t it be very foolish if I insisted on paying again? 

Jesus has sacrificed himself for sin once for all time. That means that when you become a Christian you accept that Christ has paid for you, and you stop trying to pay for your own sins. He makes you acceptable to God, and you rest and rejoice in that.
It means that whatever you have done in your life, if you repent and trust in Jesus Christ as your Saviour and sacrifice, God will pardon you. That’s very good news.
It means that if you sin as a Christian – and we do – you confess in prayer to God and plead the merits of Jesus’s sacrifice. The temptation is to think that we must try to atone for our sins in some way or another. But no. You can say, “Lord, I have sinned. I haven’t loved you or others as I should. I plead the promise that Jesus has paid the price for all my sin.” That’s how we find peace. Jesus’ sacrifice is sometimes pictured as a fountain where you can go to get clean again. You keep going back to that fountain for cleansing, and it never runs dry!

It means that when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, with bread and wine, we are not sacrificing Jesus again. Rather, we are remembering price that he paid, once for all time, because his sacrifice was final.
It means that when you try to pray to God and your conscience whispers, “Why should God hear your prayers? You’re too insignificant, too bad.” You can say, “God sent Jesus to open up the way for me to enter his presence. He will hear me, Jesus’ sake.” 

Will you trust in this sufficient Saviour? He is all you need! He is sufficient because he lives forever, his character of faultless and his sacrifice was final.

Conclusion
Let me leave you with this final thought. Jesus Christ is praying for all his people, even now.

During the Last Supper, Jesus knows what is about to happen to him. He says some amazing words to Simon Peter: Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers (Luke 22:31-32).
So Satan was out to shake the disciples to the core through the experience of the crucifixion. But Jesus says: I have prayed for you…that your faith may not fail. That is an illustration of what Jesus Christ is doing now for all his people. He knows the trials, the buffettings, the temptations and the circumstances of our lives. He is praying for us, that our faith will not fail. 

It’s a great thing to know that others are praying for us. But what a greater blessing it is to realise that the Son of God is praying for us before his Father! He is praying for our perseverence and protection, and because of that we can be confident that one day we will arrive in glory, when faith gives way to sight, and we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
May that be true for us all here today! Amen.
