The Truth About Salvation – by grace alone (Ephesians 2:1-10)
Introduction

Today I want us to consider the subject of salvation: the idea of being rescued or saved from something. People still talk and even sing about this today. The songs of Queen are still sung and played today. We are the Champions, Don’t Stop me Now and Another one Bights the Dust are well known. But there was another song among their greatest hits called Save Me. The chorus goes like this: 

Save me! Save me! Save me! I can’t face this life alone!

Save me! Save me! Save me! I’m naked and I’m far from home!

It’s a powerful cry from the heart to someone for help, for salvation. Maybe you feel like that this morning. Of course, salvation is normally linked with religion in some way. I know a husband who said of his wife, “She can go to church to save her soul, but I’m not going!” People often see religious duties as acts of salvation.

The bible is full of this theme of salvation, but it’s always God who does the saving! Think of the nation of Israel as slaves in Egypt. They were saved from their captivity by God’s mighty hand. Moses sang: The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation (Exodus 15:2). Think of Jonah in the belly of the great fish, rescued from drowning: Salvation comes from the LORD (2:9). Think of the psalmist who was at death’s door, and cried out to God for help: when I was in great need, he saved me (Psalm 116:6).
Time and again, it’s God who does the saving! That’s why our affirmation of faith begins the section of salvation with the words: Salvation is entirely a work of God's grace and cannot be earned or deserved.
‘But what’s this got to do with me? I haven’t been a slave in Egypt, or swallowed by a whale, or even at the point of death. What’s the big deal about salvation?’ Good question! Let’s look at Ephesians 2, because here Paul mentions being saved twice (v5, 8), and explains why salvation is such a big deal.  
1) Saved from what? (v1-3)

Paul reminds these Christians of the mess they were once in: as for you (v1) and then includes himself: all of us (v3). So here’s a general diagnosis of the human problem. The first is death: you were dead…(v1). He’s speaking in a spiritual sense because he then says in which you used to live. ‘You were alive physically, but you were dead spiritually – in your transgressions and sins. You couldn’t break away from breaking God’s law; you were dead towards God. Next ‘you were dominated by the devil – the ruler of the kingdom of the air…now at work in those who are disobedient’ (v2). Then ‘you were slaves to the desires of your sinful nature (v3). Rather than choosing to love and worship God your Creator, you chose to love and worship created things’. Lastly ‘you were in danger of God’s wrath (v3a) –  God’s just punishment. Death, the devil, desires and danger – these were your problems. Paul reminds them of this not to make them guilty but to generate gratitude: ‘you’ve been saved from all this!’ 
I remember once seeing film footage from a helicopter looking down on a beach. Swimmers were in the sea, but approaching them were several sharks. There must have been rescuers on the beach attempting to hurl people out of the ocean. Perhaps later, when they saw the pictures they would be filled with gratitude for their rescuers.  
If you’re a Christian, how grateful you should be for your salvation! See what you’ve been saved from! Recognise the condition you were in! Appreciate your salvation! I hope we do so more and more!

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise!
But if you’re not a Christian you still need to be saved; this is still your condition. The bible never flatters us. Left to yourself you are dead: you cannot change yourself; you are dominated by the devil: he’s got you where he wants you; your desires take you away from God, as do your thoughts: you love darkness instead of light, because [your] deeds [are] evil (John 3:19); and you are in great danger of God’s wrath: he holds you accountable for the way you’ve lived. You need salvation. This message won’t make me popular. You may be offended, but I’m willing to take the risk because I want you to be saved. The Christian church is not a social club but a rescue centre!  

2) Saved by what? (v4-9)

Paul gives us the answer twice: by grace you have been saved (v5, 8). What is meant by grace? It comes from God; it’s his grace (v7). It’s his great love and kindness in powerful action. How does his grace come to us? It comes through Jesus Christ (mentioned 5 times!). It’s through our connection or unity with Jesus that we receive God’s grace:
a) God’s grace made us alive (v5)

How do people who were spiritually dead come alive? How do people who kept disobeying God by nature desire to serve him? The only answer is by grace. God’s grace regenerates sinners.
Remember the fairy tale of Sleeping Beauty? She is under a curse from a wicked witch, and lies asleep in her bedroom. There’s a thick thorn hedge surrounding the castle. But a prince fights his way through and kisses Sleeping Beauty. She wakes to see his face, and falls in love with her prince! He’s saved her!
That’s what God does out of great love in the soul of a sinner, creating a new nature, alive to God. Has that happened to you? Can you look back to a time when you didn’t want to know God, but now, since trusting Jesus, you do? Now you love him. That’s grace!

b) God’s grace raised us up (v6)
How do people who are dominated by the devil, determined to disobey, get set free to enter the presence of God? Only by God’s grace. He raises us up with Christ and seats us in the heavenly realms. The devil desires to drag people away from God’s presence; but God’s grace raises us up to approach and experience him.
In the Lord of the Rings Gandalf fights a powerful monster/demon on a bridge. The monster begins to fall into the bottomless pit, but just as he disappears, he grabs Gandalf and drags him down too. 

So the devil knows he’s going down, but drags down sinners to hell with him. But God in his grace and raises sinners to the place of acceptance in God’s presence. Christians can now pray, praise and experience him in the heavenly realms. We are saved by his grace.

c) God’s grace is his ‘riches at Christ’s expense’ (v7)

How do people who deserve God’s wrath get to receive eternal life instead and to enjoy him in the coming ages? Can God just say, “Let’s forget about your disobedience and rebellion”? No! God is just; somebody has to endure his wrath. That somebody is Christ Jesus, who endured the wrath of God instead. Why should God the Father do that? Because of the incomparable riches of his grace. Grace is ‘God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense’.
I recall a pastor from America telling of how he wanted to go to bible College/Seminary but it was impossible; the fees were too high. But one day, a letter came with the promise from a man to pay for his college fees in full. Throughout his years in seminary he never failed to give thanks and tell others of the wonderful kindness of this man.

If you’re a Christian, you have ages to look forward to! How will we spend eternity with God and one another? There’ll be plenty to do and see! But there will be one theme of praise dominating every activity: the riches of his grace. “Why are we here?” we’ll ask. “It’s at Christ’s expense: his suffering and sacrifice”. We’ll see his scars and will be lost in wonder and love, praising God for his grace.
d) God’s grace gives us faith (v8-9)
How do all these wonderful blessings of salvation come to us? How are we saved - made alive and raised up to God? It’s by God’s grace through faith. It’s our faith that unites us to Jesus Christ, that moves us to cry out to him for salvation, that trusts in him alone. And this faith is the gift of God; it has nothing to do with our works – who we are or what we’ve done – so that no-one can boast.
In John 9 Jesus comes across a man born blind and heals him by making mud and telling him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. He went and washed and came home seeing.On cross-examination about Jesus the man says: he opened my eyes (v30). Jesus gets the credit.
It’s the experience of every true Christian. Can you look back to a time when you were ‘blind’ to God and your need of Christ, but now you’ve come to ‘see’ him? God’s grace opened your eyes, giving you faith. You can’t boast about it; you just thank God for his gift. 
3) Saved for what? (v10)

If you’re a Christian, why has God saved you? Clearly, it wasn’t because of your good works (v9). But the answer to this question is also clear: you have been created in Christ Jesus to do good works. So you are not saved by good works, but you are saved to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. It’s important to get the order clear! But think of this: if you are a Christian, God has already planned good works for you to fulfil. The great purpose of your life is to love and serve your Lord and Saviour. Such service is not slavery (sin enslaves), but freedom. It’s these good works that are one of the visible signs that you really have been saved by grace through faith, whatever you claim with your words.
The picture Jesus used is one of fruit. There’s a lot of blossom around at the moment. It’s lovely to see in the Spring sunshine. But I am not very good at telling one tree from another. Is that a Cherry tree or an Apple tree? While the blossom is there, I’m not sure! But when the fruit appears, it’s clear, even to me! Jesus said of false prophets: by their fruit you will recognise them (Mt 7:20); to his disciples: I am the vine; you are the branches…This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourself to be my disciples (John 15:5, 8).
Have you been saved by grace, through faith in Christ? Then good works will be the evidence. What do they look like? We’re told (4:23f). God’s grace produces holiness (v24), truthfulness (v25), hard work and generosity (v28), clean and helpful speech (v29), kindness, compassion and forgiveness (v32), sexual purity (5:3), worship and thanksgiving (v19-20). Being saved means changes in relationships: between husband and wife (v22, 25), parents and children (6:1, 4), and at work (v5, 9). If you claim to be saved but continue to lie, or show little kindness, or treat your wife badly, what can be said about your claim? When God saves someone, it shows in their life; they have been created in Christ Jesus. These are the good works God wants us to do. Has he changed you? I trust he has! This is the bid deal about salvation: God saves you from death and destruction, by grace alone and for good works. 
