The Truth About Salvation – repentance and faith (Luke 19:1-10; 13/4/08)
Introduction

Has anyone come to you and told about a great place they have just discovered? Perhaps they describe excitedly the beautiful scenery, the tranquillity, the sound of the birds singing. Perhaps there’s a restaurant with great food. And you’re listening with enthusiasm. Then your friend stops. “Wait a minute; I’ve got a few pictures!” When you see the pictures it makes their description become even more vivid. Maybe the next step will be to visit yourself. 

It’s a little like that when we describe salvation. Last week we looked at its meaning: to be saved from death, evil desires, the devil’s domination and danger (of God’s wrath). We saw that Christians are saved by God’s grace alone, and not by works. We also saw that we are saved to do good works, planned in advance by God.

But wait a minute; we’ve got some pictures! I want us to look at one here in Luke’s Gospel. It shows how salvation comes to a person (Salvation has come to this house, v10). It shows us something about the Saviour too and other facets of salvation.

Our statement of faith continues the section on salvation with these words: It has been accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ and is offered to all in the gospel. God in his love forgives sinners whom he calls, granting them repentance and faith. We see here how these can be more than just words on a page, but realities in a person’s life.  
Just before we look at how God saves a rich tax collector I want you to note that in the very same city of Jericho Jesus also saves a blind beggar (18:43). You couldn’t get a greater contrast. It goes to show that God sent Jesus to save all kinds of people, from all kinds of backgrounds. So you can never say that God is only interested in one kind or type of person, and therefore wouldn’t be interested in saving you! You can never say, “I’m just not the religious type!” and so exclude yourself. Neither of these men weren’t the religious type either, but Jesus changed their lives.
1) Zacchaeus’ Character (v1-4)

Luke tells us three things about this man (v2). His name is Zacchaeus – meaning ‘pure’ or ‘righteous’. But he hadn’t really lived up to his name! he was a chief tax collector. Tax collectors in Judea were not popular! They were regarded as traitors – collecting tax for the hated Romans. They also had a reputation for dishonesty. The Romans set the level for tax, but a tax collector could demand more and keep the difference. So tax collectors became associated with ‘sinners’; they were despised and excluded from polite, religious society. They would not be welcome at the synagogue. And we’re told he was wealthy. Jericho was a wealthy city, and as chief tax collector, the head of department, probably received a ‘cut’ from the earnings of his ‘employees’.
Then we learn that Zacchaeus wanted to see who Jesus was. I wonder why? Was he just curious to see a popular preacher? Had he realised that his wealth couldn’t satisfy him? Was he troubled in his conscience, and longing to find peace with God? Had the news of this ‘friend of tax collectors and sinners’ given him hope for change? Maybe he’d heard of Jesus’ parable of a tax collector who went home justified before God (18:14) and thought, “I’ve got to see this guy.” We can’t be sure. All we know is that he wanted to see who Jesus was.
But there was a problem: there was a big crowd and he was a short man. (Don’t think of orderly streets lined with spectators, but of everyone pushing and shoving trying to get a glimpse of Jesus). Who would make room for him? Zacchaeus could have given up! But he is so determined to get a glimpse of Jesus, he runs ahead of the crowd, climbs a sycamore-fig tree – with suitable low, over-hanging branches - and waits for Jesus to come that way. Chief tax collectors don’t normally climb trees! But Zacchaeus doesn’t seem to care!
If you are serious about finding out about Jesus Christ, it gets to the point where you don’t care about what the crowd thinks. What’s important for you is to see who Jesus is; to see find out for yourself. I wonder if you know anything about this? Have you been stirred up to search for him?
2) Jesus Calls (v5-7)

Zacchaeus is expecting Jesus and the crowd to pass by. He hopes to get a brief glimpse. Imagine his surprise when Jesus stops and looks up at him! There’s more to come: Jesus calls him by name! And then he says: come down immediately! I must stay at your house today! This is not a polite request! This is a command, an imposition! Jesus invites himself: I must stay – not, “If that’s OK with you?”
Some people portray Jesus as a perfect gentleman who wouldn’t impose himself on anyone. That’s clearly not true here! If Jesus had waited politely for Zacchaeus to make the move, it wouldn’t have happened; Jesus would have walked on by. I’m sure that Zacchaeus thanked Jesus for his uncompromising call. He doesn’t say, “Who do you think you are! I’m the chief tax collector around here!” No: he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.
Zacchaeus is overjoyed that Jesus is willing to enter his home. But no-one else is rejoicing! The crowd mutters: He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner’ (v7). In those days, if you went to a man’s house and shared a meal, it was assumed you were sharing in his world, approving of his character. So here, the people not only condemn Zacchaeus, they also criticise Jesus. Do you think Jesus cares? Is he swayed by popular opinion? The thing Jesus cares about is pleasing his heavenly Father: to seek and to save (v10) people like this. We are shaped so easily by the views and values of the crowd, but not Jesus. That’s what makes him radically different and wonderfully attractive.  
Can Jesus call today? I heard the story of a young man in America who was thrown out of a car as it spun around. He skidded along he road for about 100 metres, losing all is skin on his back. He spent weeks recovering in hospital, where he began to read the bible and recognised the claim Jesus was making on his life. The man said, “I think the time I fell out of the car was the time Jesus called me out of the tree!” Every story is different, because Jesus calls every person individually, by name. But in each case it’s as though Jesus calls your name and says, “Come down, because I’m coming in!” It’s the call of Christ and Christians welcome him gladly.
3) Zacchaeus Changes (v8)

We don’t know about the conversation that took place between Jesus and Zacchaeus, except that it wasn’t a brief chat (I must stay, v5). But we are shown is the result of that meeting: the radical change that takes place in Zacchaeus’ life. How can we explain it? Let’s try to imagine what they said.
“How did you know my name?” “I know all about you, Zacchaeus – what you’ve done, your thoughts and dreams and fears.” “Why are you willing to spend time with me?” “I didn’t come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” “You told a story about a tax collector who went home justified before God. Can that happen to me?” “Yes! He prayed to God for mercy. And so must you. You can’t serve God and money. I can give you true riches that truly satisfy.” “Why are you going to Jerusalem? They’ll kill you!” “I’m going to lay down my life for sinners – for your, Zacchaeus – because I love you. It’s my Father’s will. Do you believe in me?”
Did Zacchaeus believe? Of course! Look at the change: here and now I give half my possessions to the poor! That was a lot of money! Zacchaeus has found greater riches; he’s turning from an idol (wealth) to the true God. But there’s even more: if I have cheated anybody…I will pay back four times the amount. Can you imagine this happening? Zacchaeus turns up at your house to give you money! “Why are you doing this?” “Because I’ve been cheating you, and have been for years. I want to say I’m sorry and pay you back.” “What’s happened to you?” “I’ve met Jesus of Nazareth. He’s changed my life around. He’s my Lord now.” It must have cost Zacchaeus more than money to do this. He showed true humility.
This is a clear picture of repentance. The bible tells us that unless you repent, you cannot be saved. Repentance and faith go hand in hand. If you say you believe in Jesus Christ as Lord, you must turn away from everything that he shows you to be wrong in your life, from every other ‘god’, to trust and worship Jesus Christ. This will be costly, but it’s worth it. Zacchaeus didn’t do this grudgingly, but gladly; he’d found greater riches in Jesus Christ his Lord.

4) Jesus’ Conclusion (v9-10)

Notice that Jesus doesn’t say: “Keep doing your best, and if you carry on being good, you might just do enough to get you into heaven in the end…but you’ll never really be sure until you get there!” No! he gives something much more definite: Salvation has come to this house! – ‘Zacchaeus, you have been saved; you’re safe!’ Why? How? Jesus tells him and us: because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. What does Jesus mean – that Zacchaeus is a Jew? No. Abraham is famous for his faith. God promised him a land, with descendents as many as the stars in the sky, and through his seed to bless all nations. Abraham had no children and no land at the time, but he believed God’s promise, and God credited it to him as righteousness.
Jesus had given Zacchaeus God’s promise of forgiveness and eternal life and peace through faith in him: whoever believes in [me] shall not perish, but have eternal life. And Zacchaeus had believed the promise; he trusted in Christ alone. That’s why Jesus can be so definite: salvation has come to this house. 

Some churches teach that you can never be sure of your salvation; it would be sinful presumption. That’s clearly not true. Jesus wants Zacchaeus to be sure; and he wants others to know. Are you sure about your salvation? Do you know where you stand before God?
Then Jesus wraps up this amazing episode with a wonderful statement: For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. I wonder if he said this with a smile? I wonder if he shed tears of joy? ‘This is why I have come! This is what it’s all about! Not to set up a political kingdom or to talk about religion, but to rescue lost people and bring them back to God!’
Jerusalem is only 17 miles away. Jesus sets off on the road, knowing that in a matter of days he is going to be crucified, smashed on a cross. And he goes there deliberately because he loves Zacchaeus; he loves sinners. The only way sinners can be saved and reconciled to God is through his sacrifice for them. And that’s what he does.

Amazing love! O what sacrifice!

Conclusion
Well, that’s the picture! What do you think? Don’t you want to go there? Do you want to experience this too? You might be asking, “Can I be saved? Can this happen to me? Is it even offered to me?”

Let me close by showing you another picture. It’s taken after Jesus has died and risen again from the dead. Jesus appears to his disciples and opens their minds so they could understand the Scriptures (Luke 24:45). He shows them that Jesus’ death and resurrection was all part of God’s plan, prophesied in the Scriptures. But what’s the conclusion? – repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations (v47).
The message is to be preached to all everyone! The good news of salvation is offered to all of the basis of what Jesus has done! So Jesus wants you to hear his call to repentance; he offers you the forgiveness of sins. It’s available only through him – in his name. If Jesus can save Zacchaeus he can save you too.
Will you repent and believe? Will you turn and trust in Jesus? Will you receive him as Lord and Saviour?

You may like to receive a booklet about salvation. I have one called Steps to Peace with God. Take one away and read it in the quietness of your own room.
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Romans 10:13)
