The Truth About Salvation – Part 3 (2 Samuel 9; 20/4/08)
Introduction

My father-in-law tells the story of how the family visited London many years ago to see the sights. They went to the Tower of London where you could view the crown jewels – belonging to the Queen. They queued for ages and finally entered the room where the diamonds were illuminated by the bright lights. They were dazzled by their beauty, but he happened to see the guard on duty yawning; he’d seen it all before! Had he lost the sense of wonder?

We’ve been looking at the subject of salvation over the last two weeks. Salvation in the bible is like a large, brilliant diamond, with many facets. We’ve seen what God saves us from – death, desires, the devil and danger; how he saves us – by grace, through faith; and why he saves us – to do good works. Last week we saw that salvation involves repentance and faith as we looked at the story of Zacchaeus. I really hope that this subject hasn’t made you yawn! Have you ‘heard it all before’? I hope that you’ve begun to see the wonder of God’s salvation through Jesus the Saviour. 

This morning I want us to look at another facet of the diamond of salvation. The words in our affirmation of faith put it like this: All who believe in Christ are justified by faith alone, adopted into the family of God and receive eternal life.  
You could put it like this: salvation involves being justified, adopted and glorified! But what do these words mean? Perhaps we need another picture to help us. In the OT we have a wonderful picture of grace and salvation in the life of King David. It’s found in 2 Samuel 9. I want us to begin with this story to illustrate the truths of salvation: justification, adoption and glorification through Jesus Christ.

1) David and Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 9)

We need to know some background first. Saul was the first King of Israel, but he turns out to be bad. God promises that David would be the next king, and he becomes a prominent soldier in Saul’s army. But Saul becomes jealous and tries to kill David. However, Saul’s own son, Jonathan, becomes great friends with David, protecting and encouraging him. One day, Jonathan asks David to promise that when God makes him King, David will show kindness to his family (1 Samuel 20:15). They make a covenant. Later Saul and Jonathan die in battle and David, eventually, becomes King of Israel.

Now David remembers his covenant and asks if Jonathan has any descendents to whom he can show God’s kindness (v3). One son remains – Mephibosheth – but he’s crippled in both his feet (as if to say, ‘He’s nothing special; what would you see in him?’). Don’t be afraid, David tells Mephibosheth. They’re surprising words because normally a new king would slaughter all of the previous king’s descendents. Instead of killing Mephibosheth he shows him kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. “I hold nothing against you!” says David. Mephibosheth is overwhelmed by this (v8).
But there’s more to come! David gives Mephibosheth a new status by allowing him to eat at the king’s table, not just occasionally, when invited, but always (v7, 10, 13). Notice what this meant: so Mephibosheth ate at King David’s table like one of the king’s sons (v11). He is given the status of a son! And it’s clear for everyone else to see! 

Then, there’s the matter of Mephibosheth’s inheritance and future. The lands that belonged to Saul are restored to him. Ziba and sons do the farming, so that [Mephibosheth] may be provided for (v10). And Mephibosheth moves from Lo Debar into Jerusalem, the King’s city (v13). The writer ends with the comment: and he was crippled in both feet; he couldn’t do anything for himself. What kindness to a cripple!

This kindness shown by David is a picture of God’s kindness (v3). We are looking at God’s kindness to us in salvation, through Jesus Christ. So with this picture in mind, let’s continue.
1) We are justified by faith (Romans 5:1)

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. How did Mephibosheth gain peace with David? Did he try hard to win his favour? Did he pay a big price? No! It’s clear: for the sake of your father Jonathan (v1, v7). Everything hinged on the fact that he was connected to Jonathan by blood. That’s why David said, “Don’t be afraid…”
How can you find peace with God? How can God the Father say to you, “I have nothing against you?” Well it’s not by trying to be good or paying a big price. It hinges on the fact that you are linked to Jesus Christ. How? Not by blood, but through faith. The Christian believer is united to Jesus Christ by faith – that decision to trust and rely only upon Jesus and all that he has done.
This word ‘justification’ is taken from the language of the law courts. If you were on trial and the judge declared that you were justified, it would mean that you were ‘not guilty’; that you were free to go; that he found no case against you. But how can we be justified before God? He is holy; his standards are perfection. Paul shows in this letter how there is no-one righteous, not even one (3:9). None of us live up to our own standards, let alone God’s. So how can God be just and yet justify guilty people? This is the good news!  

Imagine a book filled with the record of your life: all you’ve said, thought and done; and all you should have done, but failed to do. God’s judgement must fall on your record. Only one person has a perfect record: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One (1 John 2:1). In the kindness of God this is what he has planned: when you trust only in Jesus your guilty record is transferred to him (who was punished instead); but Jesus’ perfect, righteous record is transferred to you! This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe (3:22). When David looked at Mephibosheth he didn’t see a miserable cripple, but Jonathan’s faithfulness. When God looks at you trusting in Jesus he doesn’t see your guilt, but the righteousness of his Son. You’re justified. God says to you, “Don’t be afraid…” Peace with God! What a wonderful gift through faith.
2) We are adopted by God (Romans 8:15-16) 
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you again a slave to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. David didn’t say to Mephibosheth, “Don’t be afraid, I’m not coming after you. Just stay out of my sight!” That would have been a great relief! But there was something more wonderful: he welcomed him to eat at his table always. Mephibosheth became part of the family and was given the privileged status of a son!

When you are joined to Jesus Christ by faith God does more than justify you before his law; he adopts you into his family! He gives you the Holy Spirit who teaches you to relate to God as your Father. The word Abba is Aramaic and was used as a term of intimacy by a child to his father – like ‘daddy’ or ‘papa’. It’s the idea Jesus used when he taught his disciples about God: Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? (Mt 6:26). He taught his disciples to pray by saying: Our Father… (6:9), as a reminder of their relationship with God.
Now many people have negative experiences of a father: perhaps he was absent or abusive. Mephibosheth had lost his father in battle, but David was going to stand in for Jonathan. God can stand in for your father. However negative our experiences of fatherhood may be, we all have a picture of the ideal father: someone to care for, encourage, direct and protect us. We must allow this to help us when we consider the fatherhood of God. The bible reveals him to us.

God saves people for a relationship. He wants his children to trust him, speak with him, enjoy him. He wants us to experience his love and to be secure in him. He wants to see us grow stronger, and so sometimes will discipline or train us by allowing difficulties and trials. A friend of mine said recently that he imagined Jesus with a friendly face, but God the Father with a stern, frowning expression. That’s not what Jesus taught. When we trust in Jesus, God adopts us into his family and shares with us the love he has for Jesus! 

3) We inherit eternal life (Romans 8:17)
Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if we indeed share in his sufferings in order that we may share in his glory. Poor Mephibosheth! Look at him in Lo Debar before David calls him! He’s a cripple; he’s lost all his lands; he has no prospects, no hope; he calls himself a dead dog! But the King restores his lands, gives him an income and a home! Mephibosheth moves to Jerusalem. Everything has changed! He has hope!
This is what God gives us as his children: the hope of eternal life. Often people use the word ‘hope’ in a very vague sense: “I hope it doesn’t rain tomorrow!” or, “He hopes to play for Juventus one day!” This hope is no more than wishful thinking; there are no guarantees! But Christian hope is much more certain. This is our inheritance as heirs of God, promised by God. The bible describes it in different ways: a living hope (1 Peter 1:3); the hope of salvation (1 Thessalonians 5:8); the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27). That little word glory captures so much!

Someone might think that eternal life sounds boring. What will we do? Sit around on clouds all day, strumming harps? That impression has more to do with adverts than the bible! It doesn’t sound very attractive to me! But the word glory is much more exciting! There’ll be the glory of resurrection. When Christ returns, he will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body (Philippians 3:21). These bodies that are wearing out will one day be raised and glorified! Death will be defeated. There’ll be the glory of renewal. When Christ returns this earth will be judged, but in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heavens and a new earth, the home of righteousness (1 Peter 2:13). God’s children can look forward to life in a perfect world, with no curse. If this world can still fill us with wonder, then what will its renewal be like? Then there’ll be the glory of relationships. God’s people throughout the ages will be together. You’ll meet David! There’ll be no jealousy or fighting. The greatest relationship will be with God himself: they will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes (Rev. 21:3-4).  If we have tasted the joy of knowing God and the wonder of worship here, what glory it will be there!

Conclusion

So King David showed God’s kindness to a cripple! And all these blessings came to Mephibosheth only because of his relationship to Jonathan. And all the blessings of God’s salvation come to us only through Jesus, and our being joined to him by faith. You cannot be justified, adopted or glorified without faith in Christ. That’s why it is so important that you are trusting personally and only in Jesus Christ. 

Imagine someone rebuking Mephibosheth one day: “What right do you have to be here, at the king’s table? You were the king’s enemy! You’re just a miserable cripple!” He can’t deny it! But then he remembers, “I belong to Jonathan, and David has promised that I am loved and accepted by him for Jonathan’s sake.” He can hold his head up high and rejoice in the King’s kindness! 

Christians can face similar accusations – from conscience, others or even the devil: “What right do you have to be a child of God? You were an enemy of God! You’re a sinner! You have no right to be with God’s people!” If you’re honest you cannot deny what you were! But you can remind yourself: “I belong to Jesus, and God has promised that I am loved and accepted by him for Jesus’ sake.” You can hold your head up high and rejoice in God’s kindness to you – in Christ you are justified, adopted and glorified!

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness

I dare not trust the sweetest frame

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name:

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand

All other ground is sinking sand.
Jesus is our only hope. Put all your faith in him!
