The Truth About the Spirit – Part 1 (John 16:1-16; 27/4/08)
Introduction

Imagine that you are in a job interview and the boss says, “This job is not a popular one! People will reject you, hate you and even try to kill you! Will you take the job?” I think you’d be out of the office fairly quickly! Who would be attracted to a job like that? Would the boss get anyone to fill the position?

But look at what Jesus tells his disciples before he leaves them: They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God (v2). The disciples must have been dreading what was going to happen! Who volunteers for this kind of treatment? Yet Jesus’ words proved to be true for the apostles and for Christians following them. It’s claimed that 26 million people lost their lives in the C20th alone because of their commitment to Christ! “Following Jesus is no game” (Bruce Milne, BST John, p226).
Why will the world treat Christians like this? - because they have not known the Father or me (v3). – they have no relationship with the Father or the Son. Jesus adds that he didn’t tell them this before because he was with them (v4), but now he’s going away. How do you think they feel? 
Now here’s my question: if this is how the world – hostile, unbelieving humanity – treats Christ’s followers, why are there still Christians in the world today? Why didn’t the ‘Jesus movement’ fade away and expire with the apostles? Why, for example, are Muslims converting to Christ, even though they realise they may be killed for doing so? Jesus gives us the answer: the Holy Spirit has come.

I want us to look at what Jesus teaches his disciples here about the Holy Spirit – who he is and what he does.

1) He’s the Counsellor (v5-7)

In fact, Jesus calls him another Counsellor (14:16). The word is paracletos, meaning ‘one who gives support’. The Spirit is therefore a “helper, strengthener, encourager, ally and advocate” (Packer, Concise Theology, p143). This is exactly what Jesus had been to his disciples during the last three years. Now he is going away, but another Counsellor is coming in his place. That’s why Jesus says to them: It is for your good that I am going away…I will send him to you (v7). So it’s clear from this that the Spirit is a person, not an impersonal power; a ‘him’, not an ‘it’! The work that he does is personal and relational. In the NT we learn that he teaches, witnesses and intercedes; and that you can grieve him or lie to him (Eph 4:30; Acts 5:3).  He is distinct from the Father and the Son (see v15), but he is also equal with them: lying to the Spirit is lying to God (Acts 5:3-5); Christians are baptised in the name of the Father, Son and Spirit. 
In our church we often meet au pairs or nannies who come to work in Italian families. Much of their work is with the children: caring, feeding, teaching and helping them. The children often get attached to the nanny, but the time comes for the nanny to return home. The children are sad; how will they cope? Often the nanny is responsible for finding someone else to come and take her place in the family; someone suited to the requirements of the children. The new nanu comes and they find that they’ve not been abandoned!

The Spirit is like the new nanny! He is our Counsellor. We, of course, have never seen Jesus ‘in the flesh’. Sometimes Christians say, “If only I’d been there in Galilee with Jesus, seen his miracles, heard his teaching. It would somehow be easier!” Jesus says no! Physically, Jesus could be separated from his disciples (e.g. in the storm). But the Spirit is with us wherever we go and forever (14:15). That is why you persevere in the faith, despite problems, trials and griefs. That is why Christians down the centuries have continued to believe despite persecution and martyrdom. Satan desires to extinguish the flames of faith, but the Spirit continues to fuel our love for Christ and our hope in Christ.
2) He’s the Convictor (v8-11)

He will convict the world…. The meaning of the word convict is to expose (with a call to repent). Jesus once asked his enemies: Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? (8:46). No-one could expose Jesus’ guilt! 
Sometimes we see pictures of a person who has been found guilty of a terrible crime, being transferred from court to prison. They face the press, but they lift up their coats to cover their faces. They don’t like being exposed. The Spirit’s work is to remove the coat and expose the truth to ourselves. He convicts us of guilt in three areas:

Our sin: because men do not believe in me (v9). If people did believe in Jesus they would accept his teaching and claims. Jesus teaches that we are sinners and in desperate need of him as Saviour. But naturally we say, “I don’t believe that! I’m not a sinner! I don’t need a Saviour!” The Spirit convicts us of our sin and shows us our need.

Our righteousness: because I am going to the Father (v10). Jesus’ teaching often exposed the inadequacy of acts of righteousness. He taught that you can fast, tithe and pray, but it won’t do you any good. It’s the heart that counts before God. Now Jesus is going, who is going to expose our faulty righteousness? The Spirit.  
Our judgement: because the prince of this world now stands condemned (v11). We are prone to live lives according to our standards of judgement. Back in Eden the devil convinced Eve to be her own judge, deciding for herself what was good and bad. The devil and all who listen to him stand condemned. The Spirit convicts people: “What God says is right; the devil’s a liar; I’ve been wrong.”     

The aim of the Spirit’s convicting work is to lead us to Jesus. There’s the story of a miner who was under conviction but was resisting the Lord. He sat down to eat his lunch and a little bird approached him looking for a crumb. “Come on,” he coaxed, “you don’t know how much good I can do you!” And in a flash he saw, as it were, the Lord Jesus Christ saying exactly the same to him: “Come on, you don’t know how much good  can do you!” That’s the Spirit at work.

3) He’s the Spirit of Truth (v12-13)

Jesus recognises the emotional state of his disciples: they just couldn’t bear more teaching now. But he promises that the Spirit will guide (them) into all truth and tell them what is yet to come. That’s exactly what happened. The Spirit inspired the apostles to understand the significance of Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension. That’s why Peter could get up and preach at Pentecost: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ, and called people to repent and be baptised. That’s why they could teach about the future return of Jesus Christ as judge, and how Christians are to live in the light of that day. The apostles didn’t make these things up; the Spirit of truth revealed them to them. We have the fruits of the Spirit of truth here in the NT. For us this means that when the Spirit is at work in us he uses the Word he has inspired: the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). If we are searching for truth, he directs us to the bible.
William Grimshaw was a minister in C18th England. He wasn’t converted, and he was determined to break up a Methodist meeting where people were claiming to have been born again. At the meeting God’s Spirit convicted and converted him. His comment about the change was this: “It was as though God took away my old bible and gave me a new one!” Before, the bible was a dead book; now it was alive! It illustrates the effects of the Spirit’s work today.

What about you? Is God’s Spirit within you? How do you know? One sure sign is your attitude to the God’s Word. Do you read the bible? Do you want to obey it? Do you hunger for the bible? Are you refreshed through reading and studying it? Are you content just to read the bible at church on a Sunday, and then ignore it for the rest of the week? One of the grave concerns I have for us is the apparent lack of hunger there seems to be to study God’s Word. It’s not an encouraging sign. If the Spirit is at work in you then you will desire to read God’s Word and obey it. You’ll want to find out what pleases the Lord (Ephesians 5:10). If you’re born again then like newborn babies,  crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good (1 Peter 2:2-3). 

4) He brings glory to Christ (v14-15)
Throughout John’s Gospel we find Jesus emphasising a certain point: My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me…he who speaks on his own does so to gain honour for himself, but he who works for the honour of the one who sent him is a man of truth (7:16,18). So Jesus did not come to ‘make a name’ for himself! He came to reveal the Father (17:6).  Similarly, Jesus says, the Spirit is sent into the world not to make a name for himself, but to bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you (v14). We shouldn’t think that father and son are in competition for priority, because all that belongs to the Father is mine; they share the same glory and majesty (see 17:5). The Spirit did this in the apostles: they preached sermons and wrote letters that are full of Jesus’ glory, majesty and greatness. They didn’t in any way glorify themselves.
Soon after Jesus had ascended into heaven, Peter and John are on their way to the temple to pray. A cripple is begging by the gate called Beautiful. Peter tells him to walk in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The man jumps to his feet with joy! A crowd gathers, and Peter preaches: Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?...The God of our fathers has glorified his servant Jesus…You disowned the Holy and Righteous One…You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead…It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given complete healing to this man (Acts 3:12-16).
What do you notice about Peter’s words? They bring glory to Jesus Christ, not to himself or even the Spirit! That is the sign of the Spirit at work in and through Peter. There are many people claiming to have a spirit-filled ministry; they draw big crowds, but the focus is all on them. The Spirit delights to put Jesus Christ in the spotlight. If you are a Christian, you have the Spirit within you, and the evidence is not that you are in the spotlight, or that you get your own way, or what others think about you, but the desire that Jesus gets the glory. Is that your desire? Do you long that people come to know and worship him? How much are you concerned for the glory of Jesus?

Conclusion

So let me come back to my question at the beginning? Why is the Christian church still here? Why, despite strong opposition and persecution, do people convert to Jesus Christ? Why do some people follow Jesus even though they know it’s going to make life very difficult for them? They are prepared to die for Christ!

The answer is because of the Spirit at work in the world. He’s the Counsellor, who strengthens and helps God’s people to keep going. He’s the Convictor, who makes people face up to their guilt and turn to Jesus in their need. He’s the Spirit of truth, who through his Word convinces people that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. He glorifies Jesus in the world so that people are drawn to love and worship Christ.

After a Christian student conference in Georgia, a 19 year old student returned home to tell his Muslim family that he had become a Christian. His father asked him about it again in a few weeks’ time. Soon after, his grandfather died. At the graveside he said to all the family: “My grandfather was a Muslim, my father is a Muslim and I have been a Muslim. I have searched the Koran but I couldn’t find salvation in it. Now at my grandfather’s graveside I want to tell you all that I have read the gospel and have found salvation in Christ. How I wish that you could all believe in Jesus.” The threat of danger could not keep this student silent. The Spirit was at work within him. 

Do you recognise the work of the Spirit in your life? Have you seen your need of him? Have you seen his mercy and his glory? Have you committed your life to him so that he is the most important person to you? Have you taken up your cross and followed him? It’s the Spirit who enables us to sing:
O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end

Be thou for ever near me, my master and my friend

I shall not fear the battle, if thou art by my side

Nor wander from the pathway, if thou wilt be my guide

