A Song of Wonder and Worship (Palm 139; 26/7/09)
Introduction

Do you remember your last day of school? Was it a happy day or a sad day? If you hated school it must have seemed like a very great relief! If you hated the discipline of study, being answerable your teachers and the head teacher you must have been glad to get away. You wanted to be free. But maybe the last day of school wasn’t like that at all. That’s because you enjoyed your school days, and perhaps even respected and loved your teachers. For you, your last day of school was a little scary because the big wide world beckoned you with a sneer, and didn’t seem friendly at all. You didn’t relish the thought of leaving the school and teachers behind. You didn’t feel safe.
I believe those two feelings can be found behind the questions raised in this song: Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? (v7). These two questions appear to ask the same thing, but they could be seen as a contrast. There can be a big difference between going and fleeing! Today there are people who have packed up and are on the move. Some are going on holiday to warmer climates. At the same time there are people fleeing their war-torn countries; they are refugees. 
But this question is asked not about a place, but to God. It makes us think: Am I going to God or am I fleeing from him? Do I want God to search and find me? Do I love him? Do I worship him? Or am running away, still trying to find a place to hide? 
This psalm is the song of a man who is glad to that he’s stopped fleeing away from God, and has been found by God. It’s the song of a man who is now running to God in wonder and worship. Let’s ask him why.  
1) Because he’s the God who searches and knows me (v1-6)
David has discovered that God is not an impersonal energy force, but a personal being – a Person who knows him thoroughly: ‘He has searched and known me (v1): there are no faults with God’s intelligence! He knows all my actions (v2); he perceives all my thoughts (v2) – both my public and private life (v3); he anticipates my words before I speak them; he’s in my face (v5). The thought of this kind of God blows my mind, leaving me in awe!’ David experiences something of the reality of a relationship with the living God. If you’re God’s enemy you naturally want to flee from him. But he’s there, every day, seeing and knowing everything about you. We can spend our lives constructing and wearing masks to hide our real selves from others, but God searches and knows us already. David rejoices in this.
If you’re aware that someone sees you, it can be quite threatening. Some people are afraid to visit the dentist. When you do, you sit in the chair, and there is really no escape. He shines his bright light into your mouth, and gazes at your teeth. He even has a mirror to see what you don’t normally see! I can remember as a child brushing my teeth several times before visiting the dentist in an attempt to convince him that my teeth were clean and that I really had cared for them. But the dentist sees the truth; he sees the decay. I’m not sure if I would like to be a dentist, and gaze into people’s mouths every day! 
Marilyn Adamson was an atheist. She wanted to convince ‘believers’ that God wasn’t there. She writes: Part of my quest was to become free from the question of God. If I could conclusively prove to believers that they were wrong, then the issue is off the table, and I would be free to go about my life. I didn't realize that the reason the topic of God weighed so heavily on my mind, was because God was pressing the issue. I have come to find out that God wants to be known (www.everystudent.com). Yes, and he can be known. That’s why he sent his Son Jesus into the world, to seek and to save what was lost. One of the wonderful truths to discover is this – that though God knows what you are really like, though he sees the moral decay in your heart – through the work of Jesus God loves you and is willing to forgive and receive you. Such knowledge of God’s grace should lead you to worship and wonder.  
2) Because he’s the God who guides and holds onto me (v7-12)

David knew that the world could be a frightening place.  He knews what it is to have anxious thoughts (v23). Do you think like this sometimes? Do you wonder sometimes, ‘What if this happens?’ Do you get scared? That’s what David does here – notice the number of if’s! He confronts his fears as he imagines four frightening scenarios. 

a) The heavens (v8): This could be a reference to heaven, the home of God. But I think it’s more likely to refer to the universe. Imagine David as a shepherd, gazing up on a clear night and being struck by the sheer vastness of space. It makes us feel small and vulnerable, sometimes insignificant. ‘What if I just drifted off into space, away from friends and home? Would I be separated from God too?’ No: however high I may go, you are there. What a comfort! Worship him!
b) The depths (v8): That could be a reference to hell, the place of God’s wrath and punishment. The same word, sheol, can also be translated as grave or pit. So having looked up, he now looks downwards, to the depths of the earth. ‘What if the earth opened up and swallowed me? What if I am laid in the grave? Would I be separated from God?’ No: you are there. What a comfort! Worship him!
c) The far side (v9): Having looked up and down, he now looks horizontally, across to the far side of the sea. ‘If I should be whisked away to some remote part of the world, separated from all I hold dear, would I be lost from God? I might have found God here, but will I lose him over there?’ No: even there your hand shall guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. What comfort! Worship him!
d) The darkness (v11-12): David imagines being covered or overwhelmed by darkness. Fear of the dark is common. Literal darkness often brought danger, but here it could be an image of sudden tragedy or disaster, a situation where all the light of hope seems to be extinguished. Do you fear that sometimes? ‘Would God desert me then? Would God lose sight of me?’ No: the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. What a comfort! Worship him!
It’s wonderful to be a Christian, to know God as your Father and friend! He’s the only person who can be with us like this, counteracting all of life’s fearful possibilities. Where can I go from your Spirit? Nowhere! No circumstance of life, whether seen or unseen, real or imagined, can separate us from his presence. If God counts you as his child then what security it brings!

My friend and his daughter were once on holiday in France. The Atlantic waves were rolling onto the beach, but my friend assured his daughter that he would keep hold of her. She was reassured, and agreed to venture into the surf with him. One huge wave knocked my friend over, and he lost his grip of his daughter’s hand. When they both came up in the surf she reminded him of his promise – now broken! “You told me you wouldn’t let me go!” My friend hadn’t realised the power of the waves! He thought he was strong enough, but he wasn’t. 

I want to assure you that God is not like my friend! He promises his presence to all his children. Jesus claimed to be the good Shepherd, and declared that his sheep shall never perish; no-one can snatch them out of my hands. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no-one can snatch them out of my Father’s hands (John 10:28-30). When Jesus leaves his disciples after the resurrection, he promises: And surely I am with you always, even to the very end of the age (Matthew 28:20). How is with us? By his Spirit. We should be reassured by this: Be content with what you have, for God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you’ (Hebrews 13:5). 

This is something God wants his children to know. Will you be content with that? Stop searching for security in anyone or anything else. So God is with his children, and even if you face trouble, hardship, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger and sword you are safe in the world, nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39). What a comfort! Don’t you want to worship God for this? Are you filled with wonder that God is so committed to you that he promises never to let you go?

Things future, nor things that are now/Not all things below or above

Can make him his purpose forego/Or sever my soul from his love

3) Because he’s the God who made me and has plans for me (v13-16)

Imagine David pausing as he writes this song. He looks at his hand – how it grips the pen, and moves at the promptings of his mind. He thinks of his harp and how he can play and sing music. He thinks of his sword and how he has strength for battle. What’s his conclusion? “What a strange accident of time and chance!” No! I praise you, because I am fearfully and wonderfully made (v14). God created his body and soul, and knit him together in when he was conceived in his mother’s womb, hidden, as it were, in the depths of the earth. Even today, with advances in medical science, there’s still mystery and wonder at conception and birth. The right response is to praise and worship your Creator! But David goes even further. Not only has God made me, he has a plan and purpose for me: ‘All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. My life is not just a series of chance events and reactions. No! God has ordained a plan for me!” He doesn’t explain it, but he states it, and worships! 
I read in the news last week about Roger Federer, the tennis champion. He has won fifteen tennis Grand Slams – a world record – and a massive number of other tournaments. He is admired and recognised by tennis fans all over the world. He is sought after by countless companies to model their products. But last week he became a father for the first time when his wife gave birth to twin baby girls, and he said: “This is the best thing that has ever happened to us!” The marvellous, mysterious gift of life is far greater than any tennis trophy! 

It’s a wonderful thing to be a Christian! G K Chesterton commented that the sad thing about the atheist is that he has no-one to thank! That’s true! Won’t you join David in worshipping God this morning – for your own life and that of your children and family? One of the terrible tragedies of this culture is the loss of wonder. People yawn and shrug, taking everything for granted! How dare we take life for granted, as if it is our right! Life is a gift from God. Look at yourself – your eyes and ears, hands and feet! And then, as a Christian, realise again that your life is not random. God has a book for you too! He has a plan for you. Will you trust ask him to lead and guide you? He’s saved you by his grace to do good works which [he] prepared in advance for [you] to do (Eph 2:10). Your life has purpose with God!
4) Because he’s the God who changes me (v17-23)

In him we live and move and have our being. That’s true of everyone, but how do I know if belong to God? There must be a change. The signs are there towards the end. These verses are important, and by no means out of place – though some might wish that they weren’t there!
a) God is Precious (v17-18)

After considering the greatness of God, he’s filled with wonder that God has thoughts towards him! All God’s people can say, When I awake, I am still with you. That experience of God’s presence is precious. God himself is precious. Is God changing you?
b) You take things Personally (v19-22)

These verses are difficult. But can you imagine someone saying to you, “I hate your wife, but don’t take it personally!” or “I’d like to kill your kids; you don’t mind, do you?” What kind of a husband or father would say, “No, it’s OK with me”? If you love your wife and children, any hatred towards them involves you. That is what’s happening when this man says: Do I not hate those who hate you?  Jesus said: He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters (Mt 12:30). Followers of Christ you are personally involved; his enemies are your enemies; you can’t be casual in a world that’s hostile to him. Whose side are you on? Is God changing you?
c) You want to be Pure (v23-24)
If you’re God’s child you will not run away from his searchlight. You will ask him to search you, and to show you any wicked way, with a view to turning away from it. In other words, God’s children hate the sin in their own hearts because it grieves him. They want to be pure. They want to please him. They long to go his way – the way everlasting. God’s people want to be holy. Is God changing you?
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? Are you asking that question as God’s friend or foe? Is he precious to you? Are you personally involved? Do you desire to be holy, as he is holy? These are the signs that you are his - the God who knows you fully, holds you tightly, made you wonderfully and loves you deeply. There is still time to stop running away from him and to turn to him. You’ll find him as you turn to Jesus Christ today.
