Why is Life Like This? (Genesis 3:1-13; 21/9/08)

Introduction

Imagine a small child going on a plane for the first time. He sees how everyone has to queue up and put their bag through a security screening device. Some cases are opened. Some people have to leave sharp objects behind. “Why, daddy?” asks the child. “This is because of 9/11…” the father might begin to explain. On the 9th September, 2001 an event occurred that shook the world. Many people remember seeing it on TV. Many will never forget it because they were there. Aeroplanes were crashed deliberately into the Twin Towers in New York, and thousands of people were killed. And people said, “The world will never be the same again.”  Of course, in many ways this was true. It was true for the families who had lost loved ones. It was true for world politics. It was true for all those who travel on an aeroplane, with increased security. 

As we look at the world we ask the same question: “Why is life like this?” Why is there war and violence, disease and death, sadness and suffering? If you claim to be an atheist, you shouldn’t have a problem. You would tell yourself that disease and death, pain and suffering have always been part of the story, and only the strong survive, so get used to it. But this can’t be the case, because the situation disturbs you so much. The alternative view is that in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…and God saw that it was very good. But this raises another question: “Why isn’t it good now? What happened to Paradise?” 

The bible gives us an explanation. Today we’re looking at a day that really did change the world for everyone. The events of 9/11 may explain some things to the child, but Genesis 3 helps to explain to us why life is as it is today. “You don’t expect me to listen to a story about talking snakes and magic trees do you?” some may ask, incredulously. I would ask that you consider it, and perhaps be persuaded that the explanation is more profound than you first imagined, and that it’s an account that affects you too.   

1) The Tempter – Satan’s Story (v1)

This serpent is crafty, made by God and speaks! Who is he? We don’t hear of him again until the NT. Paul was afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere devotion to Christ (2 Cor. 11:3). In Revelation we read of that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him (12:9). So Satan is identified as the serpent. He is a powerful angel, created by God as originally good. But something has happened behind the scenes between Genesis 1:31 and 3:1. An angelic rebellion has taken place. The NT reveals that angels sinned (2 Peter 2:4); they did not keep their positions of authority (Jude v6). Like humans, angels were created with the power of choice, to love and obey God, but it seems that Satan, a most powerful angel, along with many others, wanted ultimate power, and rebelled against God. Pride was the original sin. Satan now approaches Eve through the guise of the serpent.

Jesus once asked his disciples a question: “Who do people say that I am?” They replied that some said John the Baptist, others Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. “But what about you?” Peter speaks up: You are the Christ. Then Jesus reveals how he is going to suffer, be killed and then rise again. Peter rebukes Jesus: Never, lord!  Jesus replies: Get behind me Satan!...You do not have in mind the things of God but the things of men. Peter hadn’t become Satan, but Jesus recognised the voice of Satan through Peter’s words – the temptation to avoid the cross, disobey God and live for self.

So it is here: Satan tempts Eve through a real serpent. So if we’re asking why life is as it is today we begin by considering the devil – a powerful, personal being who is opposed to God and everything good. I recall two girls at school saying to me, “We like to believe in God and Jesus, but we don’t like the idea of the devil!” But Jesus taught most about the reality of the devil and his angels; about the enemy who sows weeds in the field of wheat (Mt 13:25). The existence and activity of the devil explains much of what we see in the world today. He is our enemy; the enemy of all that is good.
2) The Temptation – Satan’s Strategy (v1-5)

Satan is crafty. He doesn’t declare: “I’m God’s enemy and want you to rebel too!” He asks an apparently innocent question: Did God really say…? He questions God’s character: “What kind of a God would forbid eating the fruit of all these wonderful trees?” Eve corrects him but the strategy is beginning to work; she adds and must not touch it. Then he contradicts God’s command: You will not surely die…(v4). ‘Look! God is oppressing you. He’s keeping you in ignorance; he’s afraid of you becoming like him.’ It’s a crafty, flattering appeal to pride and the promise of fulfilment through disobedience. Isn’t it amazing how, through a few well-chosen words, Satan smears God’s character, and makes sin seem so attractive. Of course, it’s all lies. Jesus described the devil as a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44). The first doctrine he denies is judgement – ‘You can sin and there won’t be any consequences; it’s not serious; it’ll be fun.” This is Satan’s consistent strategy, and it works well.

I am reminded of Shakespeare’s play, Othello. The main character is a black general, who has married Desdemona. They enjoy a beautiful marriage. But there’s Iago, Othello’s servant, who is jealous and malevolent. He begins to whisper seeds of doubt in Othello’s mind about Desdemona’s faithfulness. The constant scheming and whispering results in Othello murdering his wife out of jealousy, the green-eyed monster. The truth was that she had been nothing but faithful and loving towards him all along. It’s tragic.

Why is the world as it is? Because Satan constantly whispers that God is your cruel enemy, who is out to suppress you. He flatters you: “You’ve got to start looking after number 1!” He promises freedom. If I only could make a deal with God, and get him to change places (Kate Bush). He assures you that you can break God’s moral law and face no consequences: “It doesn’t matter if you lie or cheat, hate or deceive, lust or commit adultery. Everyone else does!” Marx once claimed that religion was the ‘opiate of the masses’. Satan spreads his drug: the idea that you can live as you like, and then you either go to heaven or just cease to exist; but there’s no judgement. He lies! 
3) The Tragedy – Sin’s Shame (v6)

This verse is shocking and shameful. We may not react like that because we’ve heard the account before. But here we see the woman and then the man deliberately disobeying the LORD God without even a struggle. The LORD has given them everything they could wish for: life, love and happiness. He has showered them with every good gift. But in an instant they forget all about God’s goodness and disobey his only command. They spit in God’s face. The woman is blinded by her desires for food, pleasure and wisdom apart from God. And the man seems to be standing next to her, watching as she takes the fruit. He doesn’t even object or warn. Some have tried to portray their action as heroic – a bold rebellion. This might be true if the LORD was a tyrant (c.f. Robin Hood v King John). But this isn’t the case here. They sin against a kind, good, lavish God. They sin with their eyes open. They sin with ease. It’s tragic and shameful.  

Something shocking happened in Rome (55 BC). General Pompey built a huge theatre and organised lavish shows to entertain the citizens. In one performance 20 elephants were brought into the theatre. The people had never seen anything like this. But they stood aghast as the animals were attacked by spearmen, and slaughtered: “their trumpetings of distress so harrowed the spectators that everyone in the theatre began to weep” (Rubicon, p285). Instead of being entertained they were ashamed. They “rose to their feet and through their tears called down curses upon [Pompey’s] head.” 

Why is the world as it is? Because human beings continue to act shamefully. We sin deliberately against a good God. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him (Romans 1:21). Have you ever wept over the tragedy of your own heart? Have you ever asked, “What kind of a person am I? I live for my own glory and fail to thank God for his goodness.” It’s much easier to condemn others, but have you ever seen yourself under God’s spotlight? Jesus said the greatest commandments are to love God with our all, and to love our neighbour as ourselves. Ever been ashamed of the fact that you haven’t?

4) The Truth – Sin Spoils (v7-13) 

Sin spoils everything. They lose their peace: they realised they were naked (v7). The word for naked here is slightly different from 2:25. One writer suggests it refers to nakedness before God’s judgement. It speaks of their conscience now being exposed to guilt. Isn’t it the same today? The problem of the guilty conscience gnaws away at us. ‘You shouldn’t have said that. Why are you doing this?’ We find it difficult to escape our troubled conscience. O far a man to arise in me that the man I am may cease to be (Tennyson). 
They lose their joy. Their relationship with God is spoiled. Instead of enjoying his presence and appreciating his gifts, they try to hide from him (v8). They fear his judgement and lose his friendship (v10). Isn’t it the same today? We spend our lives hiding from God amidst his gifts of work or pleasure, desperately trying to find lasting joy. But it always seems to slip away. We hide behind masks: Sometimes a laugh and act like a clown, but beneath the mask, I’m wearing a frown (John Lennon).
They lose their love. Sin leads to blaming someone else: Adam blames the woman and God (v12). Eve blames the serpent. Notice that they both admit to eating, but try to avoid responsibility. It’s all so very ugly. But it’s so very familiar too! We’re all so good at justifying ourselves and shifting the blame to someone or something else. We blame our parents, our peers, our environment, our genes, our appetites or our temper. Everyone’s busy pointing the finger at someone else.

Timothy Keller writes about an author who was researching the work of Alcoholics Anonymous. He was at a meeting in New York where a young, sharply-dressed man stood up to speak. According to him, he has done nothing wrong. He listed many other people who were to blame, and how he wanted to get back at them. A black guy in shades leaned over to the author and said, “I used to be like that until I achieved low self-esteem”!  In saying this he didn’t mean he’d come to hate himself, but he’d come to the point where he’d stopped being lost in himself, blaming everyone else. 

Let’s remember that the serpent’s promise of wonderful experience – becoming like God – has failed. It always does. Sin spoils. I grew up in a family of four boys. We would sometimes start playing and wrestling. Our parents could sense that sometimes that things were getting out of hand, and would warn, “You’d better calm down. It’ll end in tears!” But of course we were having a great time. Why do parents have to spoil things? But they were often correct. Rebellion and disobedience against God may seem so exciting, but it’ll end in tears. That’s why life is as it is today.
Conclusion
So we’ve looked at the bible’s explanation for why the world is at it is. You may not be persuaded. But you must then offer a better diagnosis for the ills of the world. I put it to you that the Christian view is the best explanation, the best fit. It’s the only diagnosis that makes sense. 

But there’s more than a diagnosis; there’s also a hint of a cure. The man and woman are trying to hide from God among the trees, but the LORD comes looking for them. He comes asking questions, to draw them out. Here’s our hope – that in our lost and guilty condition, God will come looking for us. We see it time and again in the bible. By nature there is no-one who seeks God (Romans 3:11), but God has sent his Son into the world. Jesus said of himself: the Son of man came to seek and to save what was lost (Luke 19:10). 

If you’re a Christian believer this morning it’s because God has come searching for you, causing you to reach out to him. Isn’t that amazing? And if you’re not a Christian yet, God could be calling you out of hiding today. “What have you done?” He’s giving you the opportunity to confess your sin this morning; to stop blaming somebody else and to seek, like the Tax Collector in Jesus story, to pray: God, have mercy on me, the sinner (Luke 18:13). May God, in his grace, reach out to you this morning!
