Paradise Lost (Genesis 3:14-24; 28/9/08)

Introduction

Have you ever seen a court-room drama? A crime has been committed. The evidence has been presented. Then the moment of truth comes when the defendant is pronounced ‘guilty’ or ‘not guilty’. The Judge then summarises the case and pronounces the sentence. That’s what’s happening here at the end of Genesis 3. God is passing judgement. 

Why? What has been the crime? It was just a piece of fruit? But it was much more serious than that. When Eve took the fruit and gave some to Adam and they ate, it was an act of defiance against their loving Creator God. Each was saying, “I will decide what is right and wrong, good and evil for myself! I don’t need God to tell me – I’ll decide for myself!” Doesn’t that sound familiar? That attitude can be summed up in the famous Sinatra song, “I did it my way”. 

For what is a man, what has he got? 
If not himself, then he has naught.
To say the things he truly feels;
And not the words of one who kneels.
The record shows I took the blows -
And did it my way!
There’s a definite defiance and pride in the lyrics, wouldn’t you say? They are not the words of one who kneels to anyone else. This man is coming to the end of his life; he’s shed his tears and had some sorrows, but at least he can say that he’s “done it my way”! 
The message of Genesis 3 is that you cannot do it your way without there being sad and painful consequences. You cannot defy God and his moral laws and live in a world where everything is perfect. Often, when things go wrong, people are quick to put the blame on God, but these verses give us another perspective. Let’s look at what God’s judgement reveals:

1) The Crushing of Satan (v14-15)
God speaks to the serpent first. The curse of crawling on your belly and eating dust are depictions of humility and defeat. There’s going to be enmity – a conflict - between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers. But in the end, the serpent’s head will be crushed. These words are saying much more than that snakes are going to bite humans, but humans will kill snakes! Last week we saw that the serpent is identified with the devil or Satan. God is decreeing that, though Satan has won a victory by tempting Adam and Eve to rebel, he will not win the war! He will be finally destroyed through the seed of the woman. We’re not told who this is, but later in Genesis God promises Abraham that through his seed all nations would be blessed (22:18). In the NT Paul will show that the seed of Abraham is one person: Jesus Christ (Gal 3:16). So Jesus is the one who is going to crush Satan, yet be wounded in the fight. We see this in Jesus’ humiliation, suffering and death. God decrees it here.
This makes sense of OT history – the story of the children of Abraham. For example, who was behind the tyranny of Pharaoh in Egypt? Satan was attempting to destroy the Seed. Who was behind Herod’s massacre in Bethlehem? Satan was trying to destroy the Seed. But he couldn’t do it! And when it seemed that he had finally succeeded, as Jesus died upon the cross, three days later he rose again as victor – declared with power to be the Son of God. This guarantees that one day in the future, Satan and evil will be crushed forever.

Christians should take great encouragement from this. We see evidence of the Satan’s work of destruction and misery all around us, but remember that his defeat is certain. It’s already been decided! Imagine that you are watching highlights of your team’s match on a Saturday evening. You know that they have won, but as you watch them conceding a goal, you begin to feel anxious. You need to remember that the result was already decided that afternoon. The outcome is certain. So it is with the battle against Satan. His defeat was accomplished through Christ’s death and resurrection. So God reassures all his people: Be still and know that I am God (Ps 46:10).
2) The Consequences of Sin (v16-19)

One of the tragic results of rebelling against God is that his good gifts are mixed with pain. Two beautiful gifts for Eve were the ability to bear children and a loving, caring marriage. Now pain is going to be associated with both: the pain of childbirth and the pain of conflict in marriage. (Desire perhaps suggests the desire to overpower or dominate; see 4:7). For Adam, the good gift of work becomes painful toil (v17). The gift of Nature is affected – thorns and thistles – so that the world becomes a frustrating, hostile place. And then there is the pain of death: to dust you will return (v19). God’s wonderful gift of life is withdrawn, just as he had warned (2:17). We were never meant to die, but die we do. These verses teach something very clear: pain and sorrow – physical, emotional, psychological and natural – are the consequences of our rebelling against God’s kind authority, and saying defiantly: “I’ll do it my way!”
There’s a Jungle Doctor story that illustrates this. A monkey was told by his grandfather that he was not touch a large knife while he (the grandfather) went away for the day. Of course, the monkey disobeyed, taking the knife to a high branch, where he began to chop away. Many other animals shouted him to stop, but he continued, enjoying the thrill of doing something forbidden. He didn’t realise that he was standing on the wrong side of the branch – away from the trunk. As the branch snapped, he fell down into the bog. He suffered the consequences of disobedience and defiance!

Many people don’t want to hear or speak about God, apart from blaming him. You can (literally) cover your ears and shout: “Don’t talk to me about God! I just want to get on with my life!” In doing so, it may be pleasurable and fun for a while, but you’re standing on the wrong side of the branch. There are painful consequences for defying or ignoring the God who made you. The NT verse puts it so clearly: Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows (Gal 6:7). You mock God when you say, “I’ll do it my way!” He may give you up to what you want. He removes his restraints. But he also promises a Day of Judgement, when you will face him. 
3) The Compassion of God (v20-24)

God banishes them from the Garden, because they had lost the right to eternal life. There’s no way back. But in the midst of all this judgement, there is mercy. Firstly, God still grants the ability to have children. Eve is so named because she’d become the mother of all the living. Secondly, God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife. They needed clothes because they had lost their innocence before God and trust in one another. The LORD could have just kicked them out to fend for themselves. Instead, he clothed them. He seeks to care for their immediate needs. What compassion he shows towards this couple who have treated his kindness with contempt! In the midst of judgement there is mercy! We see that God is like this throughout the bible. He must judge sinners, but he does not do so ruthlessly or gleefully. He still shows compassion! Shouldn’t the fact that life is bearable and even joyful overwhelm us? But it often doesn’t!
There’s a great OT account that illustrates the point. Elisha is the prophet in Israel. The King of Aram sends his soldiers to destroy him. As they approach Elisha prays and the LORD strikes them blind. He leads them to the King of Israel, who says excitedly, “Shall I kill them?” Their eyes are opened, and Elisha gives the order that they be given food and drink and be sent back to their master. Can you imagine their wonder as they returned? They expected judgement, but they were shown compassion (2 Kings 6). 

Why should God give good gifts to those who hate him? Why should he share his blessings with those who defy him? But he does! Jesus says that God causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the good (Mt 5:45). We have this proud assumption that God owes us everything – health, food, work, holidays, and children. When they are withheld we shake our fists at God. But we forget this basic truth – that God owes us nothing. If we receive anything good, comforting or beautiful this week, it’s down to his sheer compassion and mercy. Paradise has clearly been lost, but thank God that life in this world has not yet become complete hell. Do you thank him? Has his kindness led you to repentance?
Conclusion: A Way back to Paradise

So it’s clear that we are not living in Paradise. Our first parents did it their way, and that song has been sung ever since. Is their any way back? Is there any hope? Many religions say yes. They teach that if you do your best, obey the rules, offer your sacrifices, you can get yourself back into the garden! Many stories have the theme of finding a holy grail and gaining eternal life. The bible says no to these things. Those powerful cherubim, guarding the way back to life with God in the garden made it impossible for Adam and Eve to return. The cherubim featured in the temple, over the ark of God, as a reminder that we cannot get back to God through our own efforts. There was a huge curtain in the temple too representing that separation between us and God. ‘No Way Back Here’ was the message.
But when Jesus Christ died upon the cross, in the darkness he cried, “It is finished!” That curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom! It was God announcing that through the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus Christ, there was a way back to him: a way of forgiveness, or peace; a way back to eternal life! Jesus Christ has made that way through taking the penalty for sin upon himself. This is how he crushes Satan’s head! The great news is this: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16). If you repent and trust in Jesus Christ alone, God promises the hope of eternal life in a new heavens and a new earth, the home of righteousness! 

This is ‘his way’! Will you stop saying, “I’ll do it my way!”? Will you turn to God and ask for his forgiveness? Will you receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? Will you be one who kneels?
There’s a way back to God from the dark paths of sin

There’s a door that is open, and you may go in!

At Calvary’s cross is where you begin

When you come as a sinner to Jesus.
