The Holy Spirit – Our Guarantee (Ephesians 1:13-14; 4/10/08)
I am sure that many of us have seen pictures of the devastation caused by the earhquake last week in Indonesia. Many buildings have collapsed, trapping people inside. Also we have witnessed the tsunami in Samoa, causing massive flooding and some loss of life. A little earlier a typhoon hit the Philippines, again flooding huge areas. So many people have lost everything. As we witness these events we are reminded of how uncertain our lives are in this world. Can we really be sure of anything? We make our plans, but how sure can we be that they will come to pass? Events such as these are beyond our control.

On Friday we witnessed great celebrations in Rio, as the decision was made for the Olympic Games 2016 to be hosted by this great city. The people were jubilant at the decision. But can we be certain that it will happen? The plans are made, but can they be guaranteed?

We are going to consider some verses this morning that tell us that – for the Christian – there is something that is sure; it is guaranteed. Paul is filled with praise to God as he opens this letter written to Christian believers in Ephesus. He praises God for every spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus. These blessings are solid and true, unshakeable. 
Often after an earthquake, as in Abruzzo earlier this year, we see that some buildings collapse but others stand firm. In Abruzzo, many older buildings stood firm, while more modern structures collapsed. Why? A lot more care was taken in contructing the old buildings. They had better foundations, better materials and perhaps better builders. 

Why is the Christian Church still standing today? Why are individual Christians able to stand unshaken in the midst of upheaval and uncertainty? It’s all because of every spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus. God is building his Church, and he’s doing so very carefully and very thoroughly. How is God building?

God the Father chooses and adopts his people.

God the Son comes to earth to redeem them through his death upon the cross.

God the Holy Spirit is given to indwell each believer as a seal and deposit.

And since God is such a good builder, and these blessings are so solid, the future is unshakeable for the Christian. Earthquakes, tsunami and typhhoons cannot destroy God’s work.

For the Christians, the future is guranteed.

It’s this idea of the certain future of the Christian that I want to consider this morning. It’s mentioned by Paul in connection with the work of the Holy Spirit.

Now when the Holy Spirit is mentioned we need to understand what is meant. We are not talking about ‘it’ but ‘he’. The Holy Spirit is a Person. Jesus described him as another counsellor or comforter – just as Jesus had been a comfort to the disciples, so the Holy Spirit would also be a comfort to them. 

We believe in one God, but he exists in three Persons – Father, Son and Spirit. There is a mystery here  which the cults, especially, reject. But if we could understand everything about the nature of God, we would be greater than Him. But we are creatures, and he is our Creator. And so it is quite reasonable to see that we cannot fathom everything there is to know about God. 

However, we can explore what the Bible has to say about how God works, and what he does as Father, Son and Spirit. And that’s what we’re going to do this morning.   

1) The Holy Spirit is a seal

What does Paul mean by the word seal? It’s helpful to look at the way he makes the same point to the Christians in Corinth: Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts, guaranteeing what is to come (2 Corinthians 1:21-22). I suggest that when Paul uses the word seal here he has the same idea – the seal of ownership. The Holy Spirit is God the Father’s seal of ownership upon you, confirming that you belong God, that he owns you. 

The Ephesians would have understood the picture. Although their city was three miles from the Aegean Sea, it had an inland harbour, being linked to the coast by the Caster River. So ships could sail in and out of Ephesus and trade with other ports and cities. That’s why Ephesus was such a wealthy place. Imagine you are a merchant bringing your cargo in boxes down to the harbour in Ephesus, to be transported to another port. How could you be sure which boxes belonged to you, as they were placed onto the ship? Might there be a mix up? No. You would have your own seal – a unique sign – on each box, confirming it as yours.

The Holy Spirit is the seal of God’s ownership – the proof that we belong to God the Father. Notice that Paul calls him the promised Holy Spirit. That’s because he was promised by the prophets of the OT, by Jesus and by the apostles as they preached the good news. (Is 44:3-5; Ez 36:27-28; Joel 2:29; John 7:37; 14:16; Acts 2:38). What mark does the Holy Spirit make? Or how can you know that the Holy Spirit is upon you? Remember that the Holy Spirit is not a force or power, but a Person. He always works in the area of relationships.

1) Your relationship to Jesus Christ. 

Paul has just mentioned how these Christians were included in Christ – through hearing the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation (v13). Many people hear but do not believe it is true. It’s the work of the Holy Spirit to open your eyes, and convince you of the truth about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Jesus called him the Spirit of truth: He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it know to you (John 16:14). The Spirit’s work is to floodlight Jesus and his work so that you are drawn to trust him as your Lord and Saviour. Often you don’t see the floodlights that illumine a monument at night. They remain hidden, but the glory of the building is given the attention. So the Spirit doesn’t draw attention to himself but to Christ, and we appreciate his glory. It’s also by the Spirit’s presence and strength that you experience Christ dwelling in your hearts through faith (3:16-17). I would love to play football like Wayne Rooney, but I can’t! However, if the spirit of Rooney entered me, with his power within me I could play like him! Jesus dwells in each Christian by his Spirit, and because this is true, we are empowered to become more like him. 

2) Your relationship to God the Father.

As Christians we have been adopted into God’s family. The Holy Spirit gives the assurance of God’s Fatherly love and acceptance: For through (Jesus) we both have access to the Father by one Spirit (2:18). So he’s called the Spirit of sonship: For you did not receive a spirit that makes you again a slave to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father”. The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children (Romans 8:15-16). A young man who used to worship with us confessed that he found it easier to picture Jesus as his Saviour than God as his Father, because his impression of God was severe and disapproving. Well, the Spirit’s work is to assure us of the love of God the Father, and the fact that he accepts us as his dearly loved children (5:1). He works in us so that we’re not full of fear, but full of thanks and worship: be filled with the Spirit…Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (5:18-20).
3) Your relationship to other Christians. 

The Holy Spirit unites you to other believers in God’s family. The church is one body. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace (4:3). He gives you a love for other Christians as your brothers and sisters. Much of the fruit of the Spirit is for the benefit of others, and we grieve the Spirit by hurting of harming the body by our behaviour. He wants us to be kind, compassionate and forgiving (4:30-32).

These are the distinguishing marks of the Spirit, who is God the Father’s seal of ownership on every Christian. Christianity is not a list of rules, but a living, vital relationship with the living God. It involves experience and feelings; not just a head, but a heart knowledge. Do you recognise this in yourself? Then Jesus teaches us to ask our Father for more of the Holy Spirit’s influence: If you, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him (Luke 11:13). He’s the seal of ownership - the sign that you belong to God. 
2) The Holy Spirit is a deposit – guaranteeing our inheritance

Now Paul uses another familiar picture from business life in Ephesus. The Holy Spirit is God’s downpayment or deposit guaranteeing our inheritance. The reality of the Spirit’s presence in God’s children is the assurance not only that we belong to God now, but that we will definitely receive a future inheritance.  

The picture is still with us today. Imagine you are looking to buy a car. You see one you like on display in a garage. You like it. You want to buy it, but you don’t have all the money. But you pay a deposit – a first downpayment of cash. And the car salesman takes down the ‘For Sale’ sign on the car, and puts up a sign saying ‘Sold’. Why does he do that? Because he understands that your deposit guarantees that you will come back and pay the full amount. It becomes your full possession and you drives it home. The car is not going to be sold to anyone else! The deposit guarantees the future. If the car could think, it would know, “I’ve got a new owner! He’s coming for me soon!”
God the Father has given the Holy Spirit to his children as a certainty that he has more in store for us! He wants us to know for sure that we’ll receive an inheritance from him! It is certain.

So what is this inheritance?The bible has a lot to say about the Christian’s inheritance. One of our problems as Christians is that we fail to appreciate the nature of it. We fail to think upon it. It would make such a difference! That’s why Paul prays that for these Christians: that the eyes of your hearts may be enlightened, in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints (v18). So what is it?

If the Holy Spirit is the first deposit of our inheritance, it must mean that our full inheritance will be more of what the Spirit is already doing in us. Just as the car salesman expects more cash if he’s received a cash deposit, so your inheritance as a Christian will involve more of the same:

1) Your relationship to Jesus

The Spirit helps you to ‘see’ Jesus by faith now. One day you will see Jesus Christ, in all his glory. Here, you have trusted and obeyed him. You have lived by faith, not by sight. But your inheritance will involve seeing him. The chorus of an old hymn goes: O that will be glory for me…when by his grace I shall look on his face…that will be glory…for me! A newer chorus exclaims: Hallelujah!...We’re going to see the King! Not only will you see him, you’ll be like him – you’ll be changed! But we know that when he appears, we will be like him, for we shall see him as he is (1 John 3:2). We will be like him physically: He will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body (Philippians 3:21). Just as he was raised gloriously from death, never to die again, so we shall be raised too. We will be like him morally. The struggle with sin and failure will be over, and we will be completely free to live and love as we were meant to be – holy and blameless. Sin, my worst enemy before/Shall vex my eyes and ears no more/My inward foes shall all be slain/Nor Satan break my peace again. No more battles with pride, lust, envy or doubt. If you a true Christian – the Spirit is your deposit - you will long for this: to see Jesus and to be like him.
2) Your relationship to God the Father

The Spirit helps us experience the love of our heavenly Father now. But what will it be like then? If we can know something now of the assurance of our Father’s love, the peace of his forgiveness, the joy of his acceptance, what will it be like then? Try to imagine a time when you will never be afraid of the future, never be anxious about anything – because you know God fully as your Father. Paul draws the contrast between now and then: Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known (1 Corinthians 13:12). If you are a true Christian – the Spirit is your deposit - you will long for this
3) Your relationship to other Christians

The Spirit today is the Spirit of unity and peace between believers. When the 3,000 were converted in Jerusalam they joined the church, and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God (Acts 2:46). We will love one another perfectly. And we will join together – from every nation, tribe, people and language – and worship together in a loud voice: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne and to to the Lamb (Rev 7:9-10). If you are a true Christian – the Spirit is your deposit - you will long for this.
This is our inheritance! This is what is guaranteed for all God’s adopted children. No earthquakes, tsunami or typhoons can rob us of it. Praise God for the Spirit – our seal and deposit!
