From Adam to Noah (Genesis 5:1-6:8; 12/10/08)
Introduction

Many people are now interested in finding their roots, or discovering their ‘family tree’. In the UK this pursuit has been popularised by the TV series, “Who Do You Think You Are?” in which a celebrity traces their ancestry back through the years. The search for one famous model took her to Canada, the USA and back to England, stretching back to the C17th. She discovered that a relative had killed his brother in Canada, and another had been disgraced for hoarding food during the war! It was all very interesting.

This morning I want us to consider Adam’s family tree. Genesis 5 gives us 10 names – from Adam to Noah. You might think that a list of names is very boring; it has little to say to you today. But I want to try to show you that there’s something here for you. For a start, this is your family tree too! In the NT Paul argues: From one man [God] made every nation of men (Acts 17:26). Here we find the beginnings of the human race – our family tree.

But before we go further you might have a question: did these people really live for so long? Can we really believe their ages? They are all old; Methuselah tops the chart with 969 years. Some suggest these numbers are mythical; others, that a different form of calculation is being used. But let’s bear in mind that this is before the Flood; that conditions may have been very different then; and that the shortening of life came gradually. So, for example, after the Flood we see Abraham living for 175 years; Jacob for 147; and Joseph for 110. What it was like to live for hundreds of years none of us know now, but it isn’t impossible that our ancestors did so.

Another question might have arisen: Where did Cain get his wife? (see 4:17). It’s clear from this list that Adam and Eve had other sons and daughters (v4). The human population is multiplying rapidly. Cain could have married his sister or near relative. The restrictions and genetic dangers of marrying family members would come later in the bible’s plot-line. Back then, it was right and safe to do so.

1) The Glimmer of Hope: Enoch (v21-24)

This list is solemn. It’s like the striking of a large church bell as the phrase and then he died is repeated. He may have lived for hundreds of years, and had many children, but in the end he died. Imagine listening to this clock; you know it’s nine o’clock, and you begin to count the chimes, but when you get to the 7th chime there’s silence, then a chime for eight and nine. That’s what we find here with Enoch. We’re expecting and then he died, but we read then he was no more, because God took him away (v24). It’s very mysterious, but I suggest to you that Enoch gives us a glimmer of hope – for this life and the life to come.
a) Hope for this Life

Enoch walked with God. It’s a phrase describing a daily, personal, trusting relationship with the living God. We see God walking in the garden  – as if this was usual with the first human couple (3:8). But sin entered and spoiled that relationship. Yet here we see that Enoch walked with God (as does Noah, 6:9). When did this begin? After the birth of his first son, Methuselah, at the age of 65. Was it the evidence of God’s goodness that caused Enoch to call on the name of the LORD? (see 4:26). Something happened to Enoch. He began his walk with God that lasted 300 years! It wasn’t just a passing phase! So here’s the hope for this life. It’s possible for something to happen between birth and death to bring a person into a real relationship with the living God! It makes all the difference. Doesn’t this inspire you?

People often talk about inspiration. Sports players, musicians and even politicians have been inspired by others. When I was a boy watching the tennis at Wimbledon I’d be filled with a desire to go and play. It seemed like everyone else had the same thought, because the courts were full! Everyone wanted to be like Borg, McEnroe or Connors. These great players inspired others to play.

Enoch walked with God. Does he inspire you? Don’t you want to know God like this? It’s possible for you too! You might say that you would like to walk with God but there are the problems of life – the pressures and busyness. “Perhaps if I could get away from it all, I’d be able to walk with God!” But look at Enoch! He was a family man – a husband and father. No doubt he had to do work of painful toil (v29). You don’t have to be a monk to walk with God! But you do have to be a Christian! Jesus claimed to be the way to knowing God: No-one comes to the Father except through me (John 14:6). He continued: If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come…and make our home with him (v23). Isn’t that wonderful! Through faith in Christ God comes and makes his home with you – wherever you go - like walking with God. Have you turned to Christ? Walking with God is the privilege of the Christian.
b) Hope for the Life to Come

Enoch…was no more - By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found because God took him away (Hebrews 11:5). Here, as the human race begins to increase, amidst the reign of death, God is showing that death isn’t the end; that there is another reality apart from this physical existence. He took Enoch away. But where? The text doesn’t tell us! There’s mystery. The only other case where this happens is Elijah (2 Kings 2). 

Throughout the centuries people have been conscious of an afterlife. The First Emperor of China conquered many lands and united China. But he couldn’t conquer death. He reigned for 11 years (221- 210BC). But for his burial he ordered that thousands of terracotta warriors be made to accompany him into the afterlife. (Some are on display in Torino now). He was aware that on his death he was going somewhere – that there was a life to come! But where?
The NT makes things clearer! Jesus came and spoke of the realities of a life to come. He spoke about heaven and hell. He said: I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die (John 11:25). He proved these claims by rising again from the dead and ascending to the Father. Enoch points us to the hope of an afterlife. Christ makes it clear: away from the body and at home with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:7). You need to make sure you are trusting in Jesus Christ!
2) The Grief of God (6:5-7)
We read twice in these verses that the LORD was grieved that he had made man (in contrast to Genesis 1). Man’s wickedness and the evil inclinations of the thoughts of his heart cause God pain: a word that describes the grief of brothers upon hearing their sister has been raped (Gen 34:7). One behaviour is highlighted: the sons of God have children by the daughters of men (v2, 4). Some think the sons of God are the godly line from Seth who marry ungodly women; others say they are kings who take any women they like as their privilege; others say they are angels who take human form to have sexual relations with women. Whatever the true interpretation, we must not miss the point: God is grieved by the wickedness and evil he sees in the human heart. He sees men and women, created in his image, behaving in disgraceful ways and abusing his good gifts. And there comes a point when he must act in judgement (v7). Do you ever think of God like this? Often we think we’re the only ones who feel!
Years ago I heard the story of a song-writer. He was speaking on the radio about where he got the inspiration for his love songs. He talked about how he would visit cafes and listen to the conversations of others. They would often be about failed relationships or problems. These would give him writing material. When asked if he did anything to help the broken-hearted, he replied, “No! I just listen.”

You can think God is like that: the dispassionate watcher and listener (c.p. Buddha images). But you’d be so wrong. God is emotionally involved with you and everyone else! He is grieved whenever you shut him out or worship someone else. I heard of one guy who said it didn’t matter if he turned up to worship: “God understands!” As if it didn’t really matter to God! We can grieve God, provoke him and anger him. Don’t have this bland view of God as Father Christmas, smiling constantly, whatever people do. Remember Jesus, weeping over Jerusalem in its rebellion and rejection of a Saviour. If you are a Christian you need to hear this too. We are told not to grieve the Holy Spirit by bad behaviour. Realise this the next time you’re tempted to disobey. Remember: God is emotionally involved in this world!
3) The God of Grace (6:8)

You might ask, “If God is so concerned about the evil in the world, why doesn’t he do something about it?” Here he does: I will wipe mankind…from the face of the earth (v7). He will not allow people to rebel forever. But just as the human race faces total judgement we read: But Noah found favour in the eyes of the LORD (v8). Older versions use the word ‘grace’; it means ‘undeserved favour’. God would have been justified in destroying the whole of the human race in the flood, but Noah receives God’s undeserved favour. How? God told him about his plans to destroy the earth and showed him a way of escape for him and his family (v13). He made a covenant with Noah (v18). If God had not spoken to Noah, he would have been in the same position as everybody else, as Jesus describes: eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage…then the flood came and destroyed them all (Luke 17:27). But God, in his mercy, warned Noah directly about the judgement. Warnings are a sign of God’s grace.
The Titanic sank on April 15th 1915 while sailing from the UK to New York. It struck an iceberg, and the unsinkable ship went down. What was tragic was the fact that the ship had receieved 7 warnings that day (and several in the previous days) about the dangers of ice in those waters. The ship’s owner was putting pressure on the captain to continue at full speed because there was prize-money to be won for crossing the Atlantic in he fastest time. The warnings were a mercy.

When Jesus preached he warned. He was the most loving man who ever walked the earth, but he spoke the most about hell and eternal judgement. Why? Because he is merciful. Some people asked him once about the people Herod had killed and mixed their blood with their sacrifices. Jesus used the opportunity to warn his hearers: Do you think they were worse sinners…because they suffered this way? I tell you no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish (Luke 13:3). And God is warning us through his Word today. He tells us that there will be a judgement day coming when he will punish all evil and sinners. If you have heard about this it’s a sign of God’s favour to you. God also tells us of the only way of escape. There is an ark in which we can shelter from the coming wrath: Jesus Christ. You can ignore the warnings. 

John Newton was a man who ignored God’s warnings. He lived without any fear of God for many years. Then one night on a ship in a storm he feared for his life. The man he should have replaced was washed overboard and drowned. He cried out to God for mercy, and later found it through the cross of Jesus Christ. He would later write:

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
God’s grace made him listen to the warnings of judgement. But also pointed him to faith in the one who could save him:

And grace my fears relieved.

How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed

If you’re not yet a Christian, God is warning you today and calling you to turn to the Saviour. If you’re a Christian he’s reminding you of the wonderful grace that caused your heart to fear his judgement, and the relieved those fears as you fled to Jesus. Praise him this morning for the precious grace he’s shown to you.
