Jesus Christ – our God and King! (Ephesians 1:15-2:10; 18/10/09)
Do you ever stop to think how you would like to be remembered? Would you like people to remember you as someone successful, rich or famous? Robbie Williams once said that he spent the first part of his life wishing he was famous, and the rest wishing he wasn’t! Perhaps you’d like to be remembered for something better – as a good father or mother, a faithful friend, an excellent worker, an honest character, a faithful Christian. Following Michael Jackson’s death there were many tributes made, as people remembered the pop star in different ways. 

My question this morning is how do you remember Jesus Christ? How do you think of him?  

It will soon be Christmas! That’s the time when many people will at least be reminded of Jesus. They will think of him as a baby in a manger in Bethlehem. It is amazing to consider that God the Son humbled himself and became a tiny baby. He emptied himself of the glory he had with his Father, and became a baby. When some people think of Jesus, they think of him only as the baby in the manger.

But Jesus grew up. He became a man, and lived in Nazareth. He hardly travelled, never wrote a book, never painted a picture, never led an army, but he is the person who has had the biggest impact on the world. He was humble; he welcomed little children; he associated with ‘sinners’ and outcasts; he chose twelve unlikely disciples; he healed the sick and fed the hungry; he rebuked the proud, religious leaders; he went around doing good. What a wonderful life Jesus lived! When some people think of Jesus, they think of him only as the man who lived around 2,000 years ago.

But Jesus died. He was accused of and condemned for blasphemy, and was crucified on a Roman cross. His death is the most famous death in history. The cross is the most recognised symbol around the world. Millions of statues and pictures depict the figure of a man nailed to a wooden cross. How could a man who lived such a wonderful, powerful, miraculous life end up getting executed like that? When some people think of Jesus, they think of him only as the man who died.

But Jesus rose again. That’s what his disciples claimed. For a period of forty days Jesus appeared to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive (Acts 1:3). Peter, speaking for the disciples, claims that Jesus ate and drank with them after he rose from the dead (Acts 10:41). Every Sunday for Christians should be a reminder of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. When some people think of Jesus, they think of him as the man who defeated death.
It’s right that we think of his birth and Bethlehem, his life in Nazareth, his death in Jerusalem and his resurrection. But is there something more? Is that the complete picture? Have we forgotten something if that’s only how we think of Jesus? Yes. We’re missing something very vital!

Paul is reminding Christians in Ephesus of what God has done for them and in them through Jesus Christ, his Son. Last week we looked at how he was praying for them – a prayer with three ingredients: “I am praying that you may know three things better: God, the hope he’s called you to, and the power he has for you!” We should make this a prayer for ourselves as a church and for others.

But as he considers the power God has for his children, he can’t help saying more about it! When something really captures your imagination or wonder, you get excited and can’t stop talking about it! That’s what’s happening here when Paul thinks of God’s power at work in Christian’s lives. What is this power like? He wants us to know that it’s like the power he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms (v20). 
That would have been impressive enough. But Paul doesn’t stop there! He continues to describe what God the Father has done in power for Jesus, so that we get the full picture. He does this to encourage them. He does this so that they will be all the more ready to join him in praising God for every spiritual blessing in Christ (v3). 

And that is what I want us to think about this morning. I want these words to help us to think about Jesus Christ this morning. What has God the Father done for Jesus? How should we think of Christ?
1) Seated him at his right hand…far above all rule and authority…

Every area of human organisation has differing levels of power or authority. In the military there are soldiers, captains, corporals, sergeants and generals. In a business there are workers, junior managers, senior managers, area managers and chief executives. In a school there are pupils, prefects, teachers, heads of departments, deputy head teachers and head teachers. In democratic governments there are MP’s, members of the cabinet and the Prime Minister (or President). Even in the heavenly realms – the place of spiritual reality – there are angels and archangels, demons and the prince of demons (Beelzebub).  

But God the Father has raised his Son from death and seated him at his right hand – “the place where only God is and only God has the right to be” (Alive in Christ, Olyott) - far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given. Do you see what is being said of Jesus Christ? He is not the most powerful, angelic being in the universe. He is above every authority or title. God himself is the only being who is far above all other rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title! Jesus Christ has been seated at God’s right hand which means he has been made equal with God the Father.

In John’s Gospel Jesus makes some amazing claims. One of them is this: I and the Father are one (John 10:30). At this the Jewish leaders take up stones to stone him. Jesus asks why. They reply that they are not stoning him for any of his miracles, but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God (John 10:33). God the Father’s exalting Jesus to his right hand confirms the truth of Jesus’ claims: he and the Father are one.

That’s why it’s right to honour and worship Jesus. We are not committing blasphemy when we do. In the book of Revelation, John is given a vision of the heavenly realms (5:11-14). He hears the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. What are they doing? They are singing a song of worship:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain/To receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength

And honour and glory and praise!”

All these angelic beings are worshipping Jesus, the Lamb! Then he hears another song, sung by every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea. It’s another worship song:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
Be praise and honour and glory and power, for ever and ever!”

The worshippers in heaven and earth give equal praise and honour and glory to God the Father (who sits on the throne) and to his Son, Jesus. He is God the Son! This is the real stumbling-block of Christianity. It is here that Jews, Moslems, Unitarians, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and many (others)…have come to grief (Knowing God, Packer, p53). 
What’s your view of Jesus Christ? Do you think of him like this? Do you worship him? Are you happy to bow your knee and join your voice with the voices of heaven and earth?
2) Placed all things under his feet
What does this phrase mean? I think it has its roots in the OT. In Psalm 110 David writes: 

The LORD said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand/Until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”
In the light of the NT, this is God the Father speaking to Jesus Christ. It’s a promise to Jesus of final victory over all his enemies, all evil, in heaven and earth. The last enemy to be destroyed is death (1 Corinthians 15:25-26). 

In ancient times, a conquering king would have their defeated foes lie down on the ground. The king would place his feet on the necks of his enemies as a sign of his complete victory and their utter defeat. This happens when Joshua defeats five Amorite kings in Canaan: Be strong and courageous. This is what the LORD will do to all the enemies you are going to fight (Joshua 10:24-26). 
But there’s another place where this phrase is found. In Psalm 8 David asks God: What is man, that you are mindful of him?...You made him ruler over the works of your hands/You put everything under his feet (v6)
David looks back to the beginning when God created man in his likeness, and gave him authority to rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth and over all the creatures that move along the ground (Genesis 1:26). But what did Adam do with that authority? He abused it by rebelling against God. Since that day men and women have been abusing the creation by ruling over it badly, in rebellion against God. And so we have the terrible consequences of greed and pollution, the wasting of the earth’s resources and the extinction of animals. 

When we read of Jesus that God has placed all things under his feet, it means that Jesus is another Adam – the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:46; Hebrews 2:5-9). The first Adam got it wrong: he sinned against God; the last Adam fully obeyed God his Father. The first Adam brought death into the world for all his descendents; the last Adam, through his death, brings eternal life to all his people. So when Paul says that God has put all things under his feet, it means that Jesus is the head of a new humanity, and under his reign everything will one day be restored. When will this happen? It’s going to happen in the age or world to come (v21). If you put those two psalms together we see Jesus as the conquering King and the restoring Ruler. Is this how you think of Jesus Christ? Or do you still picture him as a weak little baby or on the cross, crucified in weakness and shame?  
3) Appointed him to be head over everything for the church
God has appointed his Son to be the ruler or head over the whole universe. But he’s ruling over everything for the sake of his church, his body. In the NT the church is never a building or an organisation. It’s always a reference to people – people who are joined by faith to Jesus Christ – the faithful in Christ Jesus (v1); people whom Jesus Christ has redeemed by his blood; people whom God has called and chosen and given to his Son – from every tongue and tribe and nation. 

Imagine a company director. He’s in charge of a massive, multi-million pound empire, which has offices all over the world. He speaks and everyone jumps to attention. His word is law. He manages his company well, and it brings benefits to many employees around the world. But where is this man’s heart? Why is he doing all this managing? For himself? He’s doing it for his family. He returns home to his wife and children, whom he loves. He wants them to be safe and secure.

That’s just like the Lord Jesus. He is reigning over everything, the whole universe, but he’s doing it all for the church! He is the head, and the church is his body. It’s a close, caring relationship. Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her (5:25). Jesus cares deeply for his people. Do remember when he appeared to Saul of Tarsus, who was on his way to Damascus to persecute followers of Jesus? Jesus appears in glory to Saul, and speaks to him: Saul, Saul, why do persecute me? He could have asked, “Why do you persecute my followers?” but he chose to say me instead. I don’t think Paul ever forgot that! That’s why he describes the church as Christ’s body here. Jesus Christ is ruling the universe now for the sake of his church, whom he loves. And he can never be satisfied or fulfilled until all his church has been gathered safely to him in glory. 
1) Something to worry about

At the beginning I asked you how you would like to be remembered by others. The opinion of others might be very important to you: “What do my parents think? What do my friends think? What do others think? I don’t want them to think I’m weak, a failure, or bad!” But the most important opinion is the opinion of Jesus Christ. “What does he think  of me?” This is the question that should concern you most. One day we will all stand before him, and to some people he will say some terrible words: I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers! (Mt 7:23). Jesus Christ sees into our hearts. Does he see you as someone who knows him as Lord? It’s not enough to call Jesus Lord. Does he see you as one who believes in him, follows him, trusts him, depends upon him, worships him? The most important relationship in your life is your relationship to Jesus Christ.

2) Don’t worry

If you know Jesus Christ by faith, then do not be afraid. The same power that raised and exalted and seated Christ in glory is at work in you. You may feel weak, but God the Father will see to it that you also will be raised and seated with Jesus in glory. You will not be lost or forgotten. You will see the king and share his glory in the new heavens and new earth. You will join that multitude that no man can number!  
