Noah and the Flood (Genesis 6:9-7:23; 19/10/08)
Introduction

Christmas will soon be here! It’s only October but I’ve aleady seen Advent calendars for sale in the shops! Soon there’ll be cards displaying the nativity scene: a nice clean stable; animals looking lovingly at the baby Jesus; and perhaps haloes over the heads of everyone present! Everything is comfortable!

Noah’s Ark is portrayed in a similarly comfortable and friendly way today in children’s books: Mr & Mrs Noah smile happily in their large boat; the animals seem to be getting on very well – especially the giraffe, whose head is sticking out of one of the windows; and the sun is shining in the blue sky. Everything is comfortable!

People like the idea of Noah’s Ark as just a story because it’s much more comfortable that way. People would laugh if you suggest that the the story of Noah’s Ark is actual history. If this really happened then it’s far from comfortable! What can we say? Jesus didn’t regard it as ‘just a story’: Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being giving in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all (Luke 17:26-27). According to Jesus, this really happened as the bible records. Some would claim that  scientific research verifies the effects of a flood too: For example, vast animal graveyards…have been found worldwide. Evidence of a great, sudden, and recent watery cataclysm…Vast numbers of fossil trees and plants, standing erect, oblique and even inverted…have been discovered (Bert Thompson, wwwapologeticpress.org) 

There are several other NT references to Noah, the ark and the flood. I want to use them as a way of getting at the message of this account for us today. We learn something here about the nature of faith, the nature of God and the future of the world. 

 1) The Faith of Noah: What does it mean to have faith?

By faith Noah, when warned of things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family (Hebrews 11:7). What made Noah a man of faith? He heard God’s warning (6:13); he listened to God’s instructions (6:14-17); and he obeyed God’s commands (6:22; 7:5). God told him about things not yet seen – a coming flood – and he believed. Imagine the scene! Noah starts to build this vast but simple ‘chest’. People would have noticed! “What are you building, Noah?” “A boat.” “Why? You’re in the middle of the land!” “God is going to send a flood to destroy everything – but we’ll be safe in here!” “But Noah, the sky is clear, the sun is shining! Don’t be so stupid!” “God has promised; I believe him!” People would have gone away thinking Noah was a fool, but he was a man of faith. Faith isn’t based on wishful thinking, feelings or sight, but on God’s promise. Noah doesn’t just say he believes; he shows the obedience that comes from faith (Romans 1:5).   
Jesus taught the same truth. Do you remember the little picture he gave of two builders? One built on sand, the other on rock. The storm came and the house on the rock stood firm, but the house on the sand fell with a great crash. Who are these builders? The man who built on the rock is like the person who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice (Mt 7:24). Jesus called people to faith, which always involved obedience. It’s not enough to hear, but to obey.
Faith comes by hearing the message (Rom 10:17). The word of God comes to us: Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved (Acts 16:31); Repent and believe the good news (Mark 1:15). God calls you to stop relying upon anything or anyone else, and put your whole confidence in Christ for salvation. But the Christian life continues by faith. We’re called to keep on trusting and obeying the word and promises of God. We live by faith, not by sight (2 Cor 5:7). Just as Noah got up and continued to build the ark, so we get up and continue to trust in God’s Word. God has given us many precious promises: to provide physical necessities as we seek first his kingdom (Mt 6:33); to continue to the good work he’s begun in us until the day of Christ (Phil 1:6); never to forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). Have you heard and obeyed?
2) The Patience of God: Why doesn’t God do something?

Peter writes that God waited patiently in the days of Noah when the ark was being built (1 Peter 3:20). What were those days like? The earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence (see v11-13). Human wickedness was escalating (v5). Why didn’t God do something? Did he care about the violence and corruption? Yes: his heart was filled with pain (v6). Why not destroy everyone immediately? God was being patient. Adam was 500 when his sons were born, and 600 when the ark was finished. How long did it take to build? We’re not sure, but as the ark went up it must have been a sign to people. Noah, a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5), must have warned people, calling them to repent. But they continued their corruption and violence. The patience of God! How amazing! His apparent inactivity against wickedness, violence and corruption isn’t a sign of indifference, but of merciful patience. The flood came after many years of mercy.

In the film To Kill a Mocking Bird Atticus, a brave lawyer, has defended a young black man. The defence had failed. The lawyer visits the family to break the sad news. As he leaves, a white man appears whose daughter was involved in the case. The white man spits in Atticus’ face, and just for a moment, Atticus moves towards him to retaliate, but he composes himself, wipes the spit away and drives off. It shows powerfully the moral strength of his character.
The world spits in God’s face! If you’re not yet a Christian, do you realise how patient God has been? He knows the corruption of your heart. But he’s giving you time to turn. As a Christian, shouldn’t you praise God for his patience towards you before you turned to Christ? What about his patience towards you since? Our world is full of violence and corruption. We see it at every turn. Sometimes Christians become frustrated with God. Doesn’t he care? Why doesn’t Christ return and stop it all? Peter reminds us: God is not slow in keeping his promise as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). I do not know how God can allow certain people and situations to continue. It must be because of his patience.
3) The Day of the Lord: Where’s the world heading?

So Noah keeps building and preaching. God gives Noah a seven day count-down (v4). No-one listens. The animals are gathered. Perhaps the people laugh! They wake up that morning expecting to get on with their lives, but the springs beneath burst forth, the floodgates of heaven opened (v11), and the rain began to fall – just as God had said. The only ones who are saved are Noah and his family – the LORD shut him in (v16). It’s too late for everyone else. Peter reminds us of another day God has promised: the day of the Lord, when Christ returns. People laugh about that too: Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?...everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation (2 Peter 3:4). But he says that these people deliberately forget the flood, according to God’s word. Then he adds: By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgement and destruction of ungodly men (2 Peter 3:7). 
When I was a student we were in a class studying a poem from the C17th by John Donne. “So what’s the poem about?” asked the teacher. “Judgement Day,” someone answered. “That’s right; the day when God is supposed to wind up the world and judge everyone in it. Of course, no-one believes that nowadays,” he said, with a smirk. “How many here do?” Over half the students raised their hands! The teacher was shocked. But his mocking attitude is very common.
Where is the world heading? It’s reserved for judgement by fire. That day will come about not through human wickedness, but by God’s word. You might say: “Ok, but it’ll not happen in my life-time, so I’ve no need to worry about it!” But how do you know? It will come suddenly, like a thief in the night (2 Peter 3:10). Secondly, the day of the Lord will involve personal judgement too – when each of us will stand before Christ’s judgement seat and give account. None of us will escape the consequences of that day. It will be a day of God’s wrath. How can you escape? For Noah, the only safe place was in the ark, where God promised safety. For us, the only safe place is in Jesus Christ. God has promised that those who flee to Jesus as Saviour and Lord will be saved from the coming wrath (1 Thess. 1:10).
Conclusion

So this account of Noah and the Ark. Is it just a nice little story for children? It teaches us about faith, God’s remarkable patience and the future of the world. What are you going to do with Noah?

If you’re a Christian, take Noah as your example; you must never lose sight of the future. You’re not called to live with a shrug, but with a purpose. You are called to live as Noah lived: righteous…and blameless among the people of his time. You are called to walk with God, as he did, despite the prevailing corruption. Peter says it this way: you ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming (2 Peter 3:11-12). Your lives should be sermons to others, displaying Christ and pointing others to him.

I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day
I’d rather one should walk with me than merely show the way

If you’re not a Christian, do what Noah did. He heard and obeyed God’s word about a way of escape. You must turn and trust in Jesus Christ. This is not a game. It’s still a day of grace! There’s still room for you!

The ark of today is Jesus the Lord

The Father has sent him – good news to the world

For the wicked he died and rose up again

Are you inside the ark or still in your sin?

Come in! Come from the dark!

Jesus will save you! There’s room in the ark!
