Christmas Service 14/12/2008 – Jesus: Light of the World
Introduction

Christmas lights – you can’t miss them! They are everywhere, illuminating the streets and shops. Some lights are so attractive or spectacular, they make people stop and look!  

The accounts of Jesus’ birth refer to several lights: the wise men witnessed the light of the star; and the shepherds saw the light of the glory LORD shining around them as the angel announced good news of Jesus’ birth. When Jesus went to live and teach in Nazareth, a prophecy was fulfilled that said: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the shadow of death a light has dawned (Isaiah 9). John writes in his book: the light that lights every man was coming into the world (John 1). We remember that when Jesus grew up he said: I am the light of the world. 
Jesus Christ has had an amazing impact upon this world! Even people who don’t follow him admit it. H. G Wells describes Jesus as ‘easily the most dominant figure in history’ (Atheists? Blanchard p555). What a remarkable and controversial figure he is! We don’t know his date of birth, yet the world’s chronology is linked to it. He never wrote a book, yet more has been written about him than anyone else in history. He never raised an army, yet millions have laid down their lives willingly in his cause. He hardly travelled, yet his influence is world-wide; his followers form the largest religious grouping the world has ever known. He never composed a poem, yet no-one has inspired as many songs, plays, poems and films. 

The light of Jesus’influence is still shining today. In what other ways is Jesus the light of the world?

1) Jesus – an unwelcome light.

Some lights are unwelcome (picture: traffic lights)! They tell us to stop when we don’t want to! They show us up if we break the law (picture: speed camera)! Sometimes a light tells us to go, and we don’t – but others soon let us know! 

John says that when Jesus entered the world there were some who did not receive or welcome him. Why was that? Just think of King Herod. He did not welcome the news of the birth of the King of the Jews. Herod wanted to be King. He wasn’t going to bow to anyone else. So he attempted to extinguish the light of the world.

Peter didn’t welcome Jesus at first. After listening to Jesus and then seeing him perform a miracle of catching fish in the middle of the day, Peter said: Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man. There was something about Jesus’ life and teachings that showed Peter up, making him feel ashamed. Peter didn’t like that.
If we begin to listen to Jesus’ teachings and claims we find that he can make us feel uncomfortable too. He doesn’t just claim that there is a God, but that he is the Son of God. He tell us that God is real and personal. He tells us that God – like the traffic light -  has the right to tell us to stop behaving in a certain way and to go his way. He tells us that God - like the speed camera - keeps a record of when we break his moral law, and one day will call us to account. 

That kind of light is unwelcome to us by nature. When we lived in the UK it was my job to mow the lawn. I did this very reluctantly because I am not a keen gardener. Sometimes my wife would come out and say, “You’ve just missed a bit there! Could you do that part again?” I resented this! What she said was true, but I didn’t want to hear the truth! My pride didn’t like it. I didn’t want her to tell me where I’d gone wrong!

Why do people find Jesus an unwelcome light? Becaue he shines the light of the truth of God and us. John writes: men loved darkness, rather than light, because their deeds are evil.

2) Jesus – a welcoming light.

Other lights are welcoming. Lights in shops beckon us in from the cold (picture: Vergnano’s bar) to enjoy a hot chocolate with friends. Lights in the window welcome people back to their home, where they can feel safe and warm.   

Unlikely people were drawn to Jesus’ light. He was once in the house of Simon the Pharisee when a woman who had been a prostitute came in and started weeping and washing Jesus’ feet with her tears. Simon and his guests were disgusted. If Jesus was a prophet he would know what kind of a woman she is! Of course, Jesus knows all about her, but he doesn’t reject her. Why is she weeping? I wonder of it’s because she heard Jesus say: I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Through Jesus she’d heard about forgiveness and peace with God, how God would receive her, and how she could start again. That was good news! She wept tears of repentance and joy. Simon was still in darkness, but she’d come into the light!

Light is so very welcome! There’s a village of Viganella in the Italian Alps that had no sunlight during the Winter. Life in the village was miserable: plants died and people stayed indoors. But last year the mayor brought light by means of a mirror, placed high up in the mountain. It reflects the sun’s rays down into the darkness, and now plants grow and people meet together. The mayor is now a hero!

Jesus Christ has brought the light of life into the world. It’s the light of free forgiveness – because he came to be punished instead of sinners like that prostitute in Simon’s house, and like me in all my stubborn pride. It’s the light of welcome into God’s family. Look what John says: to those who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God…born of God (John 1:12-13). This is a life that God offers you through his Son Jesus Christ; a life that lasts forever, and cannot be destroyed by death. It’s a life that welcomes you home to God the Father. If you haven’t yet received Jesus Christ the you’re still oustide in the dark and the cold. This Christmas, through this passage, God is calling you in. You are welcome!

Conclusion
The story goes of a young man in Spain who had a big argument with his father. He left home. The father set about seeking him, but he couldn’t find him anywhere. Finally, he put an advert in the newspaper: Dear Pedro, come back! All is forgiven. Meet me at the Town Hall at 3pm. Your father. When he arrived at the appointed place he found his son, but there were hundfreds of other young men called Pedro who had seen the ad and responded! There were so many others far away from their fathers and far away from home.

We’re all like Pedro – far away from the God we need. Christmas is about God the Father seeking people who are far away from him. He has sent his Son into the world to seek and to save that which was lost. Today he calls us to trust in his Son Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through him. 

Jesus is like a lighthouse – saving people from danger and bringing us safely home to God.
Maybe you’ve regarded Jesus as an unwelcome light up to now, but this is God’s promise to you today: if you welcome or receive him, God will give you the right to become one of his children, and you will be born of God. That’s why Jesus is the light of the world. Don’t reject or ignore him, but receive him today!

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin

Where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in
Please take the leaflet, No Vacancies! And read it for yourself. At the end there’s a helpful prayer.
