Jesus – the Word made Flesh (John 1:1-18; 23/12/07)
Introduction

Christmas is a time when families get together, sometimes covering great distances. Just think about a man I heard of. He’s from America, but he’s in the UK working for British Energy. He works in the nuclear power stations around the UK, helping to run the computer systems. Imagine him going home for Christmas – back to a very rural part of America. Actually his parents are Mennonites. They live very simply: no electricity; no cars; no modern appliances. He arrives home, his mother kisses him and asks, “How’s work going son? Tell me what you do.” Remember, this lady has never seen a computer! Where does he begin? He would have to speak in very simple terms. But what words can he use? Perhaps it would be easier if he said, “Come with me; let show you.” And then he took her to the UK!

This is the problem you and I face when it comes to thinking and speaking about God. He is so great – infinite – and we are so small – finite. Not only that, but we are also spiritually blind. How can we begin understand the wonder of who God and what he is like? Unless, of course, someone says, “Come with me; let me show you.” But who can do that? Who can show us God? Not many seem to ask that question today, but everyone is searching for something or someone to satisfy them. 
The wonder of Christmas is that God has come down to show us who he is and what he is like. This is what John is describing when he says: No-one has ever seen God, but God, the one and only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known (v18). It’s clear from v17 that he’s speaking about Jesus Christ, but for most of this opening prologue John uses a different name or title for Jesus Christ: the Word. 
1) The Word is Eternal (v1-2)

In the beginning….When we hear those words, what does it make us think of? It reminds us of the opening verses of the bible, when God created the heavens and the earth. In the beginning alludes to eternity: the Word existed before time. Who was there then? God. Yes, says John, but also the Word: the Word was with God, and the word was God. The Jehovah’s Witnesses are keen to point out that it could be translated, ‘the Word was a God’. But is that what John means? Is he claiming that there is more than one God? No. Look at v18 again: No-one has ever seen God. What is he saying? That there is one God but that the Word is a separate person and yet at the same time he is the same being as God. The Word, whom we know as Jesus Christ, is eternal. He has always existed. That is why he can say to people: I tell you the truth, before Abraham was born, I am (John 8:58). They knew this was a claim to deity, and tried to stone him.
Have you noticed how old things command a great deal of respect and honour? Still in certain cultures today, the elders of the community are respected. In museums the oldest exhibits have the place of honour. The Egyptian Museum in Torino is proud to display exhibits that are thousands of years old. You can visit Aosta and see there the Cross of Augustine – a stone monument dated from 25BC. Lots of changes have taken place around it, but it has remained the same after all these years! For many that brings forth a sense of honour and respect.
How much more should there be a sense of worship and honour for the Lord Jesus Christ! He is the eternal Word. He didn’t begin to exist in Bethlehem; he’s always existed. Here’s someone you can trust; he does not change. In a recent song we find this lament:
Flames to dust, lovers to friends/Why must all good things come to an end?

Have you ever been saddened by this? Beauty fades and health fails:  
Change and decay all round about I see/O Thou who changest not, abide with me

Jesus Christ is that one who doesn’t change; he is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). He is worthy of our worship and praise. He is eternal, and you can trust in him.
2) The Word is Powerful (v3-5)

Sometimes words seem very weak compared to bombs and bullets. But think of the words of a King. Last week the King of Saudi Arabia pardoned a girl of a crime. He spoke, and it was done. His words carried weight. In the beginning God said: “Let there be light,” and there was light (Genesis 1:3). God spoke a word and the universe came into being, from nothing. How did it happen? Because of the Word: Through him all things were made. The Word is God the Father’s will put into action in creation. Not only that: have you ever asked, “Why did the sun rise today? Why are babies born? Why do plants continue to grow? Why does gravity still work?” What keeps the world turning and life going? The answer is the Word: In him was life, and that life as the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. Here we have the idea that Christ not only created everything in the beginning, but today is sustaining all things by his powerful word (Hebrews 1:3). He is powerful!

This makes sense of the miracles of Jesus. How can we believe that Jesus feeds 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish? How can we believe that he can walk on water? How can he raise the dead? These were powerful signs to prove his claims: even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father (John 10:38). I could go around claiming that I am a black belt in karate. But how could you test that claim? You might ask me to do a few moves – chop through a few bricks, do some kicks! At that point my claim would be shown to be false! Jesus shows he is the Word, the Creator, our Maker.

This is a great truth for us. If you and I are mere accidents of evolution, time and chance, then what value do you have? How can you be any more valuable than a stone or an ant? If you have not been created then you have no ultimate purpose. The chairs you sit on have more significance than you! At least they were designed for a purpose! But the bible’s message is this: you are not an accident! You were created by the Lord! You have purpose! You are significant! Jesus Christ made you and sustains your life today.
3) The Word is Wonderful (v14)

Can you sense the wonder in these words? The Word – eternal and powerful – became flesh. He became human! When the Israelites travelled through the wilderness, God told Moses to build a tabernacle (large tent) to contain the Ark of the Covenant. It represented the LORD’s presence in the middle of his people. John has this in mind when he says that the Word made his dwelling among us: he uses the word ‘tabernacled’. In the wilderness it was only Moses who saw something of God’s glory, but John could say: We have seen his glory (a reference to Jesus’ miracles and transfiguration?). And what is his summary of Jesus’ character? He has come from the Father, full of grace and truth. He comes from God the Father to show us undeserved love (grace) and things as they really are (truth): the truth about God, the truth about you and the truth about life. He came with answers. All this is wonderful. 
Imagine two ants crawling across the floor. One says to the other, “I don’t believe in Dyfan Williams.” The other replies, “I’m not sure. But hey, who cares?” I could either crush them, or become like them and show them the truth. The Word became flesh…full of grace and truth. Jesus didn’t come to crush us (which is what we deserve) but to rescue us (which is what we need).
A few years ago I was speaking at a camp for young people. They were all staying in tents for the week, but I had arranged to sleep in a house nearby. Each morning we would eat breakfast and I’d ask them how they had slept: “Terribly! It was cold and wet! The wind kept blowing!” I would try to be sympathetic, but I was glad to be comfortable in my house each night, and had no desire to be in a tent!
But Jesus chose to leave the comfort of glory and enter this world of sin and suffering. He became flesh and experienced all that we experience here: joys and sorrows, food and hunger, laughter and tears, strength and exhaustion, life and death. That is why when you come to believe in him you can be sure that he understands you. He knows you because he made you, and because he has become like you. Call out to him! He understands. He’s full of grace and truth.
4) Responding to the Word (v10-13)

John highlights three responses to Jesus Christ, the Word. Firstly, the world did not recognise him (v10). When Jesus was born there was no room at the inn. There was no media coverage of the event! A few shepherds came to see. He grew up in secluded Nazareth. But at the age of 30 he began a public ministry. He performed many miracles and made amazing claims: I am the resurrection and the life, I am the way, the truth and the life, I am the true vine, I am the good shepherd, I and the Father are one. How did people respond? – his own did not receive him (v11). The Jewish people, generally, rejected him. They were offended by his claims. They ended up screaming, “Crucify him!” But there’s a third response. Some received him (v11).  John explains: they believed in his name. It was a personal response, not some vague affirmation, but a personal submission and trust. To these Jesus gave the right to become children of God: a new start and status.
Which best describes your response to Jesus Christ, the Word? Do you just not recognise him? Are you so busy getting on with life – so busy working, busy planning, busy playing, busy surviving that you haven’t faced up to who he is? Like the people of Bethlehem, you have no room for him. Is that wise?

Last week I attended my daughter’s gymnastics performance. Many different groups were taking part, displaying various routines to music. Parents and friends were there. The opening act was to be danced by a young girl with a stick and ribbon. The music began, but after a few seconds, the ribbon got caught in her bracelet and the snapped. There was no replacement ribbon. In the business of all the preparations, this had been forgotten. The act had to stop. No provision had been made for this. The poor girl ran away in tears.
If you are too busy for Jesus, then you are like that girl. You are not making preparation for the one true eventuality: meeting Jesus Christ. And if you are not ready for that day, it will end in tears for you. Jesus said that he will say on the day of judgement: I never knew you. Away from me…. They will go away to a place of weeping.
There are others today who have come across Jesus Christ. They have heard about his claims. Perhaps they have read and studied the Gospels. But they come to a decisive point where they say, “No!” Like the rulers at the time of his crucifixion they say, “We will not have this man to rule over us.” They reject the Word.
They are like people on a sinking ship who refuse to get into the only life-boat, because they are too proud to do so. How foolish. 
But there are still those today who receive him. That is, they accept his claims to be the eternal, powerful and wonderful Lord, full of grace and truth. They receive him as their Saviour and Lord, and trust him. To these people Jesus gives a new start. Isn’t that something we all need? He forgives the sins of the past. He gives a new status: children of God. When you receive Jesus you become a part of God’s family. You come to know God personally as your heavenly Father. This is what you were made for. This is when life begins.

A few years ago I remember visiting a zoo, and seeing an eagle in a large aviary. But the bird seemed to me to be miserable. Why? It was never meant to live in a cage. It as meant to soar in the skies. It was made to fly. You and I were never meant to live our lives without knowing God. That is why people are often feel miserable and trapped. Jesus Christ offers us life by bringing us to know God.
Some people like reading novels, and they are so excited by the story that they can’t wait to get to the end. So they jump to the end of the book to see how it all ends. I want to do that this morning. We’ve started at the beginning of John’s Gospel. But how does it end? John records how Jesus was rejected and killed, but also how he was raised to life and seen by the disciples. Towards the end of the book he writes: Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name (John 20:30-31).

This Christmas God offers you his Son. Will you receive him? If you do, you receive life. What will you do with him this Christmas?
